








“We are committed to
giving away $1.5 million
in mid-March to what will

now be 33 grant recipi-
ents and more than $20
million by the end of the
year to help people bring

their positive ideas to
life.”

...In 1939, women
were allowed to
be part of the
Civilian Pilot
Training Program,
a program
designed to train
college students

to fly...

THE AMERICAN LEGION

It's official: Legion wins Pepsi contest

The American Legion - March 22,2010

The people voted and the troops
won. PepsiCo has officially an-

members, American Legion Aux-
iliary, Sons of the American Le-
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American Legion family has
raised funds for Operation Com-

nounced that The American
Legion's Operation Comfort
Warriors will be awarded a
$250,000 grant from the
soft drink giant after finish-

WARK

comyfort

IDRS

fort Warriors, a program
dedicated to meeting the
needs of wounded military
personnel, providing them
with comfort items not usu-

ing first in voting during
February's Refresh Every-
thing Project.

Internet voters were able to
choose which of 729 competing
charities would receive grants of
$5,000, $25,000, $50,000 or
$250,000. The top three finish-
ers in the $250,000 category
are receiving the grants.

"There are so many people to
thank, | don't know where to
begin," American Legion Na-
tional Commander Clarence Hill
said. "First, | want to thank Pepsi
and its charitable Global Giving
Foundation. Then | want to
thank The American Legion

Operation Comfort Warriors is a program
dedicated to meeting the needs of wounded

military personnel

gion members and Legion Rid-
ers who supported us by spread-
ing the word and voting. In fact, |
want to thank everybody who
voted for Operation Comfort
Warriors. This was truly a na-
tional grassroots effort. Most of
all, 1 want to thank our troops,
who go into harm's way for us
every day. It is their sacrifice
that makes it possible for us to
enjoy the freedoms we all
share."

Since December 2008, the

WASP—Women Pilots of World War Il

By Jane Johnson Lewis, About.com Guide

In the United States, women
pilots were trained to fly non-
combat missions in order to free
male pilots for combat missions.
They ferried planes from the
manufacturing plants to military
and ended up doing
much more - including flying
new aircraft such as the B-29, to
prove to male pilots that these
were not as difficult to fly as the

bases,

men thought!

Well before World War |l became
women had made

Amelia
Cochran,
Nancy Harkness Love, Bessie
Coleman and Harriet Quimby
were only a few of the women

imminent,
their mark as pilots.
Earhart, Jacqueline

record-holders in aviation.

In 1939, women were allowed
to be part of the Civilian Pilot
Training Program, a program
designed to train college stu-
dents to fly, with an eye to
national defense. But women
were limited by quota to one
woman for every ten men in
the program.

Jackie Cochran and Nancy
Harkness Love separately
proposed the use by the mili-
tary of women. Cochran lob-
bied Eleanor Roosevelt, writ-
ing a 1940 letter urging that a
women's division of the Air
Force be established espe-
cially to ferry planes from
manufacturing plants to mili-
tary bases.

ally supplied by the govern-
ment. OCW ensures that
patients at U.S. military
hospitals and warrior transi-
tion units are given items like
sweat suits, DVDs, puzzles, elec-
tronic devices, books, calling
cards and more. The American
Legion pays all administrative
costs for the program, meaning
100 percent of the donations,
including the grant money, will
go directly to purchasing items
for the troops.

For more on Operation Comfort
Warriors, visit www.legion.org/ocw.

With  no

s uch

American

program

supporting the Allies in their
war effort, Cochran and 25
other American women pilots
joined the British Air Trans-
portation Auxiliary. Shortly
after, Nancy Harkness Love
was successful in getting the
Women's Auxiliary Ferrying
Squadron (WAFS) estab-
lished, and a few women
were hired. Jackie Cochran
returned to establish the
Women's Flying Training De-
tachment (WFTD).

On August 5, 1943, these
two efforts - WAFS and WFTD
(Continued on page 5)
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not paid - please send in your dues if you
haven’t done so yet.

Commander’s Report:

The War Memorial Council met last Tues-
day, with a 2 hour presentation by the op-
era people and the architects of the retrofit
of the building. $60M will be spent on the
building to be built on the West (back) side
of the Veteran’s Building. $130M is being
spent by the City for the retrofit. In 2013,
everyone will be vacating the building.
They will be paying for moving costs, rental
space and return costs. Contracts will be
drawn up and signed after negotiations are
made to insure our timely and uncontested
return. They've asked the posts to answer
a questionnaire about building usage and
needs. Commander suggested that this
questionnaire be brought to the Officer’'s
Meeting to be discussed, a committee to
be formed, and their results to be brought
back to the Post for consideration and
acceptance.

The WMC finances are now fine.

Last Saturday the Commander & the Fi-
nance/Adjutant went to the Department
Executive Committee Meeting, where Dis-
trict & Area Commanders meet to discuss
the status of the State of California and
the American Legion. Our Commander is

the Second Vice Commander of the Dis-
trict. The First Vice Commander was not
present. The District Commander, Yon-Teo
Seeger was present. Michael Gerrald, the
Membership Director of California was
called to the stage, where he resigned
“due to health reasons”. As the District
Commander did not return after lunch,
First Vice Commander Forrett gave the
District 8 report. Everything is doing good,
the district is prospering, and membership
is doing well. 3 posts which were on pro-
bation: #244, #315 & #757 were re-
quested to be taken off probation and re-
turned to active status. A motion was later
made to accept all of the changes that
each District Commander (or representa-
tive) had reported on, was seconded and
carried (which meant that the 3 posts were
successfully taken off probation).

25t anniversary report

Budget is set as $15,000 (combined) -
the Post’s share is $7,500 for all our costs
(printing, catering, etc.). We can use the
Money Market Account as a repository for
the Anniversary funds. Seating will be lim-
ited to 250 seats (unless the weather per-
mits patio seating). Ticket prices are set at
$50, or $1000 for a table ($100 per per-
son - 10 per table). Costs are being con-
tained and ticket sales will be more than
enough to bring in a profit over the costs of
the event. Art Mauck is going to inquire
into obtaining commerative Challenge
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Coins to be given to honored guests/
premium seating and for sale to others.
The design will incorporate both the Castro
Lions and the Alexander Hamilton Ameri-
can Legion Post #448 logos on obverse
sides.

Open discussion:

The April Post Gathering will be the Spring
Fling celebration in lieu of a meeting: Chilli,
Rice & Salad. Arch & Jimmy will set up the
room, with several others offering to bring
special plates of interest.

Marion Abdullah asks for your attention to
the Fabled Asp advertisement. (in this
month’s newsletter on page XX).

Keep in mind that our annual Post elec-
tions are coming up.

Commander Forrett described an interview
along with a Knights Out member during a
donations drive of a viewing of Coming Out
Under Fire, which will be on an upcoming
show on LinkTV. More information can be
found on the LinkTV site, along with
streaming segments of Commander For-
rett’s interview.
http://www.linktv.org/programs/coming-
out-under-fire

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded,
unanimously carried and the colors were
retired at 2038.

(Continued from page 4)

December 20, 1944, having flown

- merged to become the Women
Airforce Service Pilots (WASP), with
Cochran as director. More than
25,000 women applied - with re-
quirements including a pilot's license
and many hours experience. The first
class graduated on December 17,
1943. The women had to pay their
own way to the training program in
Texas. A total of 1830 were accepted
into training and 1074 women gradu-

E—

about 60 million miles in operations.
Thirty-eight WASP were killed, includ-
ing some during training.

Records of WASP were classified and
sealed, so historians minimized or
ignored the women pilots. In 1977 -
the same year the Air Force graduated
its first post-WASP women pilots -
Congress granted veteran status to
those who had served as WASP, and

=5 in 1979 issued official honorable dis-

ated from WASP training during its
existence, plus 28 WAFS. The women
were trained "the Army way" and their

Four members of the United States Women's Airforce Ser-
vice Pilots (WASPs) receive final instructions as they chart
a cross-country course on the flight line of a U.S. airport.

charges.

Wings Across America is a project to

graduation rate was similar to that for
male military pilots.

The WASP was never militarized, and those
who served as WASP were considered civil
service employees. There was consider-

able opposition to the WASP program in
the press and in Congress. General Henry
"Hap" Arnold, US Army Air Force com-
mander, first supported the program, then
disbanded it. The WASP was deactivated

tape memories of WASP.

Note: WASP is the correct use even in the
plural for the program. WASPs is incorrect,
because the "P" stands for "Pilots" so it's
already plural.



"Disgraceful and
unbecoming a military
man. | do not intend to
waste any more words
on this."

NOTICE

Do you have comments about
articles or news reported in the
Intelligencer? Do you have an
idea for an article or would like
to submit an article you want
considered for publication in
the Post 448 Newsletter?

Send your PDF_or Word
docs to:

postnews@post448.org

Deadline for
publication in the next
newsletter is the 25th
of each month.

The Post has the right to re-
fuse publication of any article
without explanation.

Unless otherwise copyrighted
or agreed upon, all contribu-
tions become the property of
American Legion Post 448.

Due to limited space, obituar-
ies and memorial notices will
be printed on a space available
basis for members in good
standing only.

THE AMERICAN LEGION

(Continued from page 1)

tary and the mass murder of
Bosnian Muslims."

Minister of Defense Eimert van
Middelkoop strongly rejects the
statements of retired American
general John Sheehan, who
blamed the presence of homo-
sexuals in the Dutch military
forces for the fall of the Sre-
brenica enclave in 1995 and

the ensuing massacre of
nearly 8,000 Muslims. Quot-
ing the minister: "Disgraceful
and unbecoming a military
man. | do not intend to waste
any more words on this."

Sheehan based his claims on
statements from then-chief of
staff Gen. Henk van den Bree-
men. Van den Breemen, for
his part, considers Sheehan's
accusations "complete non-
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sense." Van den Breemen does
not share Sheehan's opinion on
the role of homosexuals in the
fall of Srebrenica and has never
said anything that would imply
he did.

NOTE: the full article can be
read here:
http://tinyurl.com/ygymrfl
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Barbara Price & the Montclair Women’s Cultural Arts Club present:
Mary Watkins, Melanie DeMore and Special Guests!

The 20th Anniversary of the Bay Area Meteorites

Women's Wheelchair Basketball Team vs.
the Bay Area Musicians (BAM vs. BAM)

Fabled Asp is & sponsored project of the GLET
i Himorical Soclety in collaboration with the
S Francince Pl Libewry  Jaams C. Hormel Center of the SFPL

A4 ) GLBT
»1‘ Historical
=¥8 Society

Saturday, 17 APR 10

1400—1700 hrs

Montclair Women’s Cultural Arts Club
1650 Mountain Blvd. Oakland
Info: (510) 339-1832

Disabled parking by advanced registration

Tickets: $20—$30 in advance:

http://www.brownpapertickets.com

abind of the fommade permission
ting the individual tree s collective growe

At the meeting on Apr 15, there will be a

for 2 prime tickets to the SF Gay Men's Chorus
concert at Davies Symphony Hall called rocﬁglriaf

Rock out to well known
anthems from the
mega-groups of the 70s to
the titans of the present
day. ELO, Queen and many
more like vou have never
heard them before.

Thursday, April 22, 2010
& pm
Davies Symphony Hall

SFGMC

SAN FRANCISGO
GEY MEN'S CHORWS
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SUPPORT OUR FRIENDS AT COLE HARDWARE!

Shop at any Cole Hardware store and mention that you heard about them from Alexander Hamilton Post 448

or mention account number 411. At the end of the year, the Post will receive a donation for all of the referrals.

So tell all of your friends and family. Also, beginning in September, 2009, Cole Hardware is extending a 20%

discount to all active military members and veterans on the last Thursday of each month. They call them Re-

cession Buster days — 20% off almost everything (sale items, Muni, gift cards & special orders excluded).
Thanks for your support!!!

Cole Hardware
2254 POLK STREET
San Francisco, CA 94109
415-647-8700

Fax: 415-674-8917

M-F 8 am to 8 pm
weekends 9 to 7

Cole Fox Hardware
70 - ATH STREET

San Francisco, CA 94103
415-777-4400

Fax: 415-777-4453

M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm
weekends 9 to 5:30

Cole Hardware
3317 MISSION STREET
San Francisco, CA 94110
415-674-8913

Fax: 415-647-6554

M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm
weekends 8 to 7

Cole Hardware
956 COLE STREET
San Francisco, CA 94117
415-753-2653

Fax: 415-753-0957

M-F 7 am to 7:30 pm
weekends 8 to 7
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The Alexander Hamilton Post 448 / Castro Lions Joint

2§5th Anniversary Celebration

s:00 PM VIP
6:00 PM General

To be held in The Green Room of
the War Memorial Veterans Building

401 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco

Wednesday, June 9, 2010
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