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NEWS RELEASES FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

Fromhttp://www.veteransnews.net

June 2009 Number 06

In addition to news and legislation re-

ports, the show will provide VA Q&As,
LOS ANGELES - Veterans Network hasspecial guests, and each segment will

recently released the documentary "Aftehonor a Vet Of The Week.
The Showdown" This 46 minute DVD

goes inside several post-combat therapy

"rap" groups and features interviews and

reports from Shad Meshad, Paul Rieckpgte Freeland, Gloria O. Brien and Dave
hoff and Congressman Bob Filner, thesyimer are your anchors. This new bi-

U._S. House Chairman for Veterans Af weekly show serves as the landing page
fairs. for those who have not previously book-
) ) ) marked Veterans Network. For those who
Copies are available by contacting Veteryaye hookmarked, there is a direct link on
ans Network ainfo@veteransnetwork.org the Main Channel Guide. The
new show features news, VA info, veter-

ans stories, and reports from reps in

The new bi-weekly show is anchored b)y\/ashington, DC.
Pete Freeland, Gloria O. Brien and Dav

Culmer. %o—producer Brian Burkhardt would like

to welcome our veterans and viewers to

Freeland is a Gulf War vet who flew B-Fhe_ new bi_—weekly show. "Thi$ new show
52s. Glora O. Brien has served as thg like having a Today Show just for vet-

Network director of research since 200§rans."
Dave Culmer, a twenty year U.S. marine . ,
went on to serve as a rep with the VA foFOr these stories and more _vgterans news
22 years and is currently a VA servicé?lnd tv shows, please visit at http://
officer for the American Legion. As each’eteransnetwork.nethome.php.

show is renewed every two weeks, the
previous segments will be archived and

made accessible by a link to the left of —
the TV screen. Pe———
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Commander’s Corner

The nominations have been made, theas nominated for the Judge Advocate’s
ballots are in this newsletter and all thaposition. | announced in his absence
is left is for the membership tg that he had indicated that he
vote. There are three ways would not run for any office. |
cast your vote. 1. Mail the bal was incorrect. | was corrected
lot to the Post PO Box with reg by him that he would not seek
turn address on it to validate t any additional duties other than
vote, 2. Fax it to the Judge Aq the Judge Advocate position due
vocate’s home fax with cove to his need for more rest-time
sheet to validate the vote (41 during the day. The ballot will
643-8965, and 3. Bring it to th have his name for consideration.
membership meeting on June There are no other amendments
18th by 7:00 PM. There is one correctherein. Please take some time to cast
tion being made to the ballot that willand turn-in your vote.

conflict with the minutes. Arch Wilson
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Account
Assets

Cash and Bank Accounts

Sterling Bank CD
Sterling Bank CD
TOTAL Bank Accounts

TOTAL ASSETS

Wells Fargo Checking Acct—9136
Wells Fargo Savings Acct—4206
Wells Fargo CD—#906-6157778

POST FINANCIAL REPORT
Post 448 Balance Sheet—for 01 May 2009

Balance

$2,335.63

$3,323.78
$10,297
$10,109.22
$12,875.15
$38,940.65
$38,940.65

YOU WRITE WHAT
YOU’RE TOLD!
=

THANKS CORPRATE e

A MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTRY OF HOMELAND SECURITY

The fight goes on...
Join us
American Legion Post 448

415-431-1413
or
info@post448.org
http://www.post448.org

Minutes for Monthly Meeting of 16 APR 2009

Post 448 General Meeting & Nomination
of Officers - 21 MAY 09

Opening of the Meeting
Call to order at 1910

Presentation of the Colors
Pow/Mia Recognition
Pledge of Allegiance
Meeting In Order

New Member Introduction:

Brown US Merchant Marine/US Navy, a
Vietnam and Desert Storm veteran

Introduction of Guests & Guest
Speaker

Robert Hotelling, of Weenies of the World,
was introduced to the Post. Weenies of
the World is a new company (2 months
old) starting at the Gay Pride celebration -
wants to donate 5% of their profits to Post
448 as they want to give something back
to the community, and because they re-
spect what the Post does for the commu-
nity. They will have a booth open at SF
Gay Pride on Saturday & Sunday.

Clinton Fein was also introduced. He is

2

an artist who has an exhibition on torture
taken from pictures from Abu Ghraib, and
has been exhibited internationally. As this
is both news-worthy & topical, but contro-
versial, he wanted to give the Post an
opportunity to discuss the possibility of
obtaining the Post’s support of his show-
ing an exhibition at the War Memorial
Building Lobby. A general discussion took
place about possible risks to the Post due
to the controversial nature of the exhibit,
and whether it would be considered a
political statement or not. A decision was
made to have the Judge Advocate to in-
vestigate this offer and determine whether
it would be within our bylaws to support an
exhibition like this.

MOTION TO SUSPEND BUSINESS FOR
THE ELECTIONS (seconded & passed)

There will be 3 ways to vote: by mail,
by fax (with a signed cover sheet) to
the Judge Advocate’s home fax ma-
chine, or you may bring the ballot to
the next meeting. You must be valid
member to vote.

Nominations for Post Officers fol-
lowed:

Nominated for Commander:

John Forrett

Nominated for First Vice Commander:
Dick Manning

Nominated for 2nd Vice Commander:
Bill Watson

Nominated for 3rd Vice Commander:
Ernie Gaudreau

Nominated for Adjutant/Finance officer:
Mario Benfield

Nominated for Chaplain:
Paul Goercke

Nominated for Post Historian:
Rod Bagarino

Nominated for Post Judge Advocate:
Morningstar Vancil
Arch Wilson *(see Commander’s Corner)

Nominated for Sgt at Arms:
Jimmy McConnell

Nominated for Post Service officer:
Robert Potter

Nominated for Delegate to the War Memorial
Commission:
John Forrett

Nominated for Commander of the Sons of the

(Continued on page 4)
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The Dedication That Wasn't

* * * *

The Rededication of the Central
Courtyard and introduction of soil
from the battlefields of both Irag &
Afghanistan did not take place as had
been described in last month’s news-
letters. An event did take place, and
there is an ongoing investigation as to
what did occur. Stay tuned for further
details as the investigation contin-
ues...
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Editorials

Witt Complicates Things for
Obama, DADT

By Neal Broverman—online at Advocate.com

The case of decorated Air Force major
Margaret Witt -- a leshian discharged
under "don't ask, don't tell" -- could forcq
the military to discharge gay soldiers on
case-by-case basis, as opposed to blan
expulsions of out personnel.

Last year, the U.S. court of appeals for
the ninth circuit ruled that the governme|
must justify the expulsion of Witt, an Air
Force nurse, individually, and that the
universal defense of "unacceptable risk’
to military morale and "unit cohesion" is
no longer adequate following the 2003
Lawrence v. TexaSupreme Court deci-
sion that struck down sodomy laws. The

Obama administration missed two deadt
lines to appeal the appellate court's dec}

sion to the Supreme CourtFhe Wall

Street Journateports that the case will
now return to the district court, along wit
this new precedent.

In March, C. Dixon Osburn -- CEO of

Osburn Management Consulting Co. angd

former executive director of Servicemen
bers Legal Defense Network -- explaine
to The Advocatethe ramifications of

the ruling: “The court did not rule on the
constitutionality of ‘don’t ask, don't tell,’
but it said because of a new precedent,
‘don’t ask, don't tell’ has a higher burdel
to meet in order for an individual to be
kicked out... This case is saying, ‘No, W
won't turn a blind eye to this, you need {
give us evidence that the law is sensiblg
on a case-by-case basis.”

The Obama administration faced an eal

March deadline to appeal the federal ap-

peals court's decision to the Supreme
Court, but Obama aides filed two reque
for extensions that were granted. The
most recent deadline, May 3, passed wi
no movement from the Obama team.

“The Bush administration probably woul
have argued it [in the Supreme Court] j4
because they hate us,” Bridget Wilson,
openly gay attorney in private practice,
told The Advocatén March. “But it's a

new day in Washington. My sense is thg
they don’t want to appeal this because
they don’t want to get into a battle over

‘don’t ask, don't tell’ right now.”

The Wall Street Journakports that ad-
ministration officials will continue to
defend "don't ask, don't tell" when the
trial begins in the lower court. It's not
clear whether administration officials w
heed the federal appeals court decisior
and argue that Witt is a specific threat {

athe Air Force because she's gay.

ket

President Obama has made it clear he

wants "don't ask, don't tell" repealed, b
believes it should be accomplished leg

niatively.

D

As of May 16:
$2,335.63 checking
$3,323.78 savings
Cds are the same

$5,659.41 TOTAL

The Post received a check for $500 from
o the Imperial Court, which covered the
Spring Fling event at Tommy's Joynt

Working on the 2008 Califonria Exempt

990 form, and after the form is submitted
Ut to the Secretary of State, that an audit
S-should be held, consisting of 3 of the

Post’s members to look over the books.

Views expressed in the editorials

cers or members of Post 448.

Volunteers to help with the audit are:
rnie Gaudrau, Paul Goerke, and Bill

solely those of the writer and are not NeCyyatson
essarily the views or opinions of the offi-

A motion to accept the Finance Officer's

(Continued from page 2)

American Legion:
Dale Pelegrino

Nominated for 1st Vice Commander of the
Sons of the American Legion:
Morningstar Vancil

==

Nominated for 2nd Vice Commander of the
Sons of the American Legion:
George Gomez

Nominated for Women's Commander:
Nina Kaiser
Mirriam Abdullah

h

Nominated for Alexander Hamilton Association
President:
Clinton Rice

RESUME MEETING/BUSINESS

Motion to Resume — (seconded & carried)

fan)

REPORTS FROM OFFICERS
1st Vice Commander:

YWould like to plan a cleanup and inven-
tory of Room 202's Closets on the first or
second Friday, around noon. Contact the
3% Vice if you would like to volunteer.

D

hA suggestion was put forward to postpone
the Music Program to this Winter

t

The date of the next Bingo is Thursday,
17 JUN 09.

A O
—

IThe calendaring system is now working in
room 101.

2nd/3rd Vice Commander — both OUT

Adjutant/Finance officer:

4

Report was seconded & carried
Post Membership Report

266 members
2 to reach goal of 100% (268)

Another new member is Paul John Ham-
ilton (Lebanon era - Air Force)

The Department Convention is in River-
side, CA this year.

The Post will be sending 7 Delegates:
John Forrett, Mario Benfield, Dick Man-
ning, and four others. Before volunteers
could give names, it was decided to table
the discussion due to a perceived conflict
with Gay Pride weekend. Anyone inter-
ested in being a deligate should contact
the Adjutant, Tony Benfield.

Note that it was later discovered that the
date of the convention is 18-21 JUN 09,
and there would be no conflict with Gay
Pride weekend. Plans would be to drive
down on 18 JUN and return on 21 JUN.

Bylaws have been cleared

Officers Roster has been cleared
Consolidated Post Report has been
cleared

The Post’s fee of $70 has been paid for
the Convention

Judge Advocate - absent
Sgt at Arms:

Monday - Memorial Day Presidio Parade
= 8AM at WMB Post office

Dining out for Life was a success and he
received an award for his participation.
Aids Walk SF = July 19th GG Park

(Continued on page 5)



(Continued from page 4)
Asks Morningstar Vancil to be Assistant
Sgt at Arms

Chaplain's report:

Thanked Art Mauck for a gift of an Ameri-
can Legion lighter for use in the Post Ev-
erlasting Ceremonies

Commander Report:

Tommy's Joynt Spring Fling $530 total for
30 people attended - successful evening
Commander on vacation and then out on
medical between 23 MAY thru 18 JUN, so
the First Vice Commander will be Acting
Commander of the Post during that time.

John Forrett was nominated and elected
to Second Vice Commander for District 8
in charge of District Programs and Com-
munity Outreach, His term starts at the
beginning of the convention, and he will
be appointing Morningstar Vancil as an
Assistant in Community Outreach.

He also stated that while the Calendaring
and scheduling for rooms has been fixed,
but he states he will insure that no Vet-
eran’s group will have to undergo what
happened with security and scheduling
during Movie Nights.

The Commander would like to begin spon-
soring a boy for Boys' State and would like
to see us involved in the Oratory program,
as well.

We are taking a stronger stand with the
trustees and the War Memorial Commis-

sion about leaving the building vs staying
in place during retrofit. More information
will be forthcoming.

A controversy developed over the use of a
second floor meeting room for Cathay
Post 384. Even though it was voted to not
allow them to have a 2" floor room at the
April meeting and the motion was tabled,
Post 384 moved in anyway. Another mo-
tion was made to evict them to a 3rd floor
room and to keep second floor for meet-
ings only.

A question was asked about the Rededi-
cation Ceremony of the central courtyard
— and the Commander reported that it
didn't occur - turned into a politicized
event and soil from Iraq & Afghanistan
battlefields did not get added to the rest of
the soil from American battlefields. An
inquiry is being made about the $5000
that was purported to have been spent for
the event. (Post 448 had donated $200
towards this event).

Partnering with Mark Welsh who has
taken over the SF Leather & Uniform
Pride Ball in the Green Room on 26 JUN
09. The Post will be serving drinks.
SETUP will be @ 1700 and the event
starts @ 2000 (we need volunteer for the
bar).

Volunteers are also needed to help the
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence with pour-
ing beer in the Castro on 26 JUN 09, as
well.

PRIDE WEEKEND INFO:

FRIDAY: Bartending for the Green Room
and for the Sisters in the Castro.
SATURDAY: nothing scheduled
SUNDAY: Parade & Donations at a Gate.
There will be no booth this year due to
poor past location. The Post has been
told we would be allowed to do recruiting
at the gate.

As California law states that no flatbed
can be greater than 30' of length can be
used in a parade —a motion was made to
rent a convertible for the parade, which
was seconded & carried,

WOMEN VETERANS

Representatives will be attending the Afri-
can American Leshians Over 540 on May
23", On May 30", the API Family Pride
event will be held (more information will
be provided in the newsletter).

A request was made for SFPride to obtain
a room for training Pride Monitors, which
was granted.

12 JUN 09 we will be helping the Bay

June 2009

Area Disabled Lesbian Veterans/
Daughters of Veterans for recruiting for
Post 448 and a motion was made to
sponsor them for room 207 which was
seconded and carried.

More information can be obtained by
calling Morningstar at (415) 864-2397.

NEW BUSINESS, CORRESPONDENCE
& OPEN FLOOR DISCUSSION

AIDS WALK will be held on 19 JUL - the
Post walks and will need to obtain dona-
tions for the event.

LGBT Baseball Day is upcoming, and the
Post is investigating obtaining tickets as
last year's event was attended and was a
great success.

Cole Hardware wrote and asks if they
can support us further.

If anyone collects stamps, they should
contact Tony Benfield, who has some for
anyone who is interested.

A donation of archives and pictures from
a gay veteran and friend of the post (but
not a member), Milton Leeland Fischer,
who served in the Navy from 1951 thru
1955 by his friend and executor of his
will, Jamie Lopez. They are in the Post
office and comprised of photos, certifi-
cates, letters in regards to his service in
the military.

CLOSE OF MEETING (after a motion
that was seconded and carried) @ 2055

RETIREMENT OF COLORS AND AD-
JOURNMENT
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Happy Memorial Day, and remember that

ANNUAL CELEBRATION HONORS  What: Each year, APl Family Pride hon-not only is there a Pride celebration at the
FAMILIES OF LESBIAN & GAY ors API families who love and supportend of the June, the entire month is Gay
ASIANS their LGBT members. These families arePride month. We remember not only

SAN FRANCISCO, SATURDAY, May 30, beloved role models of positive relationthose who have served and sacrificed on
2009 - Asian & Pacific Islander Family Pride SIPS and exemplify love conquering theviemorial day, but those who've fought
fear and shame of homophobia. The celeand died for gay rights in June. The fight
(API Family Pride) will hold its 6th An- bration includes Hotel Whitcomb’s Asianis ongoing, so it's important to remember
nual Family Presentation Banquet aPinner Buffet, a silent auction, and enterpoth facets of our identities.

Hotel Whitcomb located at 1231 Markett@inment.
Street, on Saturday, May 30, 2009, from .
6:00 to 9:00 pm. Themed "Public Recog.vvhere: Hotel Whltcomb, 1231 Market
nition of Private Courage,” the eventStreet (at 8th Street)

honors API families and organizations

who love and support their LGBT mem-When: Saturday, May 30, 2009 from 6:00
bers despite sometimes strong socidtM to 9:00 PM

criticism and disapproval. In addition,

API Family Pride will host its first Fam- TICKETS: Adults $45 Children 5-10 yrs.
ily Circle Gathering beforehand from$20 Children <5 yrs. Free

4:30 to 5:30 pm for past and present hor"for more information, visit:

orees. The gathering combines tWchttp://www.apifamilypride.org/events_OQ.html
deeply rooted API cultural landmarks,

food and family, to create an informal

safe space to share experiences about

what it means to be a family and a com- '" # S ## %&3

munity.

gay pride parade in June, and as one
blogger remarked after the 2008 pa-
rade, “...when the American Legion
marched not only were there cheers
but lots of "Thank you!". Besides
the marchers, we will have a con-
vertible following behind the colors

2009 will mark the 39th anniversary>F Pride Celebration at the Civicthis year

; . 1-Center takes place on Saturday, June
of the San Francisco LGBT Pride : :
Celebration and Parade. This year$/ Noon - 6 p.m. and Sunday, June 2Bhe festival parade kicks off on Sun-
theme. "In Order to Form a MoreT0m noon - 7 p.m. day, June 28 at 10:30 a.m. at Market
Perfec’t Union.." was drawn from St. & Beale St. and ends at Market &

; th St.
the Preamble to the Constitution. P OSt 448 marches every year in thth S

The American Leai The Post will also be manning an
AIexar? de:nﬁgr%aill?onegfsr: 248 entrance gate for donations, and will
. have a table set up for recruiting, as
Intelligencer . .
we will not have a booth this year
The Intelligencer is published monthly by the Aledar due '[O paS'[ pOOF |Oca'[i0ns.

Hamilton Post 448 of the American Legion, locatetheVeterans'
War Memorial Building, 401 Van Ness Ave Room 128, &

Francisco CA 94102 For more information and deatils
Editor-in-Chief: John Fi tt - - - . .
Assistant Editar, At Mauck p.lease visit the official SF Pride web-
Phone: 415-431-1413 site at: sfpride.org

Post eMail: info@post448.org
Newsletter: postnews@post448.org
Website: http://www.post448.org
Mailing address:

PO Box 14939

San Francisco, CA 94114-0939

Copyright © 2008 by American Legion Post 448. Allights

reserved. WWW.S|dn.Org
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25 May | Muster at War Memorial Veteran's Bldg. Room 128 8:3 0 AM

+ | 1030 hrs—Memorial Day Parade at the Presidio Main P arade
Grounds, and led by the 191st Army Band.

1100 hrs—Memorial Day Program at the SF National Ce  metery
at the Presidio, and features a 60 member U.S. Army  Band in-
* | cluding Pipes & Drums. For more info, call the Pre  sidio Events
Line at (415) 561-5500, or navigate to: http://www. presidio.gov/
calendar/memorial.htm

After the commemoration, the public is invited to t he Presidio
« | Interfaith Center at 130 Fisher Loop to enjoy cooki  es and
punch. A service follows at 1300 hrs with the pres  enting of the
colors.

Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War ~ Memorial

6 Jun [ g iding

17 Jun | BINGO with the Sisters, 1700 hrs

Post Meeting 1900 hrs, Room 202, Veterans’ War Memo rial
Building

Two Spirit Wellness Gathering, 0900 - 1700, Veteran s War Me-
morial Bldg. More info at:  twospiritwellness@gmail.com

18 Jun

26 Jun

Do you have comments about articles p
news reported in the Intelligencer? Do you ha
an idea for an article or would like to submit g
article you want considered for publication i
the Post 448 Newsletter?

27-28 | san Francisco Gay Pride Weekend: Muster at the War ~ Memo-
Jun | rial Veteran's Bldg. Room 128 8:30 AM

4 Jul | TBD
Send youlPDF or Word docs to:

Officers’ Meeting 1200 hrs, Room 104, Veterans' War  Memorial

4 Jul | g iding

postnews@post448.org

Deadline for publication in the next
newsletter is the 25th of each monthThe Post
has the right to refuse publication of any artidje
without explanation.

Unless otherwise copyrighted or agredq
upon, all contributions become the property
American Legion Post 448.

Due to limited space, obituaries a
memorial notices will be printed on '
space available basis farembers in good
standing only.

22 Jul | BINGO with the Sisters, 1700 hrs

Post Meeting 1900 hrs, Room 202, Veterans’ War Memo rial
23 Jul | gyilding

Do X Xp R N N X X X Ne Xp Xp Xp X X X X X Xe Xe Xe 0 0 P X X X Xp Xp Xp X % X X X X X Xe Xp 0 0 O X % %

For a more accurate, up-to-the-minute calendar and event information and special
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SUPPORT OUR FRIENDS AT COLE HARDWARE!

Shop at any Cole Hardware store and mention thatqu heard about them from Alexander Hamilton Post 48 or men-
tion account number 411. At the end of the year, wwill receive a donation for all of the referrals. So tell all of your
friends and family. If you are visiting SF, they tave souvenirs too!!! Thanks for your support!!!

Y X Xp B Np X X Xe Ne X N Xp X N X % Np Np N X Xp Xp N X X Xp Ne X ¢ X Ne N X % X N X X N N O X X N X

Cole Hardware Cole Hardware Cole Fox Hardware Cole Hardware

956 COLE STREET 3317 MISSION STREET 70 - 4TH STREET 2254 POLK STREET
San Francisco, CA 94117 San Francisco, CA 94110 San Francisco, CA 94103 San Francisco, CA 94109
415-753-2653 415-674-8913 415-777-4400 415-647-8700

Fax: 415-753-0957 Fax: 415-647-6554 Fax: 415-777-4453 Fax: 415-674-8917

M-F 7 am to 7:30 pm M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm M-F 8 am to 8 pm
weekends 8to 7 weekends 8to 7 weekends 9 to 5:30 weekends 9to 7
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