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Lawmaker says ña female soldier in Iraq is 

more likely to be raped by a fellow soldier 

than killed by enemy fireò ~ 

 

Washington, DC ï Rep. Jane Harman (D

-CA), Chair of the Homeland Security 

Intelligence Subcommittee, together with 

Rep. Michael Turner (R-OH), today intro-

duced legislation=2 0calling on the De-

partment of Defense to develop a compre-

hensive strategy to prevent rape and sex-

ual assault in the military. 

ñThat a female soldier in Iraq is 

more likely to be raped by a fellow sol-

dier than killed by enemy fire is sicken-

ing,ò said Harman.  ñThis crisis has 

reached epidemic proportions and 

threatens our national security.  Better 

training and rigorous prosecutions are 

needed to make clear to soldiers, and 

the command structure, that bright red 

lines have been drawn.ò 

Since 2002, 59,690 female veterans 

reported being raped, sexual assaulted, or 

experienced another form of military sex-

ual trauma, constituting almost 20% of 

the women seen at VA facilities nation-

ally, according to the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs.  In FY 2007, 2,688 sexual 

assaults were reported, according to 

DOD, including 1,259 reports of 

rape.  Shockingly, only 181 of the 2,212 

(8%) reports investigated during FY 2007 

were referred to courts martial -- a figure 

far below civilian prosecution rates, 

where 40% of those arrested are prose-

cuted. 

ñWomen serving in our Armed 

Forces who come forward and report a 

sexual assault must be protected from 

their alleged attackers,ò said Rep. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Commanderôs Corner 

When I was first sworn in as the Post 

Commander 3 terms ago, I asked a WW 

II Veteran, how would I know that I am 

doing what the members want.  He said, 

"If the WW II Veterans like what you are 

doing, that's when you will know you are 

doing a good job as Commander".  I took 

that on face value and have used that as a 

marker of my successes.   

Recently, I was told by another WW 

II Veteran that, "This is the most active 

and vibrate the Post has been in years, 

keep it up!".   

So there you go. The BINGO, SF 

PRIDE and the other events we have been 

doing are paying off.  We are in a better 

cash position to keep the Post running and 

to do more outreach.  The Sisters of Per-

petual Indulgence have $1,800 earmarked 

for our upcoming Fort Miley ñCare Pack-

ageò Project 2.  There are details inside 

the newsletter.  We even won a $500.00 

gift from radio station KNGY 92.7 FM 

(ENERGY 92.7) for being role models in 

the LGBT community.  I put in for it 

months ago and never thought we would 

receive anything.  Guess again hu?  Pete 

King the producer of Harrison Street Fair 

asked me to be his Security Chief again.  I 

asked for a donation for the Post.  He 

agreed to donate from the proceeds of the 

fair $500.00 to us!  Those who volun-

teered got some goodies too!  Finally I 

want to thank Barefoot Cellars for donat-

ing wine and their time to serve us at our 

dinner in August!  See the ad on the out-

side of the newsletter.  We gave him that 

for honoring us!  The wine was great and 

I would recommend it to anyone who 

enjoys a glass. 

Harman introduces bipartisan bill to halt rape and sexual as-
sault in the military  

 
Post Officers  

 
John Forrett 

Commander 

Nina Kaiser 

Womenôs Commander 

Dick Manning 

1st Vice Commander 

Bill Watson 

2nd Vice Commander 

Anders Winther 

3rd Vice Commander 

Mario Benfield 

Adjutant 

Vacant 

Assistant Adjutant 

Rene Puliatti 

Finance 

Arch Wilson 

Judge Advocate 

Delegate, War Memorial Commission 

Jimmy McConnell 

Sergeant-At-Arms 

Vacant 

Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms 

Paul Goercke 

Chaplain 

Rod Bagarino 

Historian 

Robert C Potter 

Service Officer 

Sam Thal, MD 

Post Doctor 

Bud Robbins 

Scribe Emeritus 

Ernest Gaudreau 

Assistant Editor/Web Designer  

Kai Azada 

Webmaster 

 

Squadron Officers 
 

Morningstar Vancil  

Squadron Commander 

Dale Pellegrino 

1st Vice Commander 

George Gomez 

2nd Vice Commander 
 

Alexander Hamilton Association 
Linda Alband  

President 

 

Post Meetings 
3rd Thursday Each Month 

7:00 PM 

Room 202 

Veterans' War Memorial Building  
401 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 

ðphoto by E J Gaudreau 

Our Commander 

with  Randy Arnold 

of Barefoot Cellars 



2  

Post 448 Intelligencer 

 

The fight goes oné 
Join us  

American Legion Post 448  
 

415-431-1413  
or  

info@post448.org  
http://www.post448.org  

Resistance is not futile! 

Post 448 Photo Album  

PRIDE DAY  
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