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Washington, 16 Jul 2008 ï The Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today 

that on-line applications are now accepted 

from veterans, survivors and other claim-

ants filing initial applications for disabil-

ity compensation, pension, education, and 

vocational rehabilitation and employment 

benefits without the additional require-

ment to submit a signed paper copy of the 

application.   

Effective immediately, VA will now 

process applications received through its 

on-line application website (VONAPP) 

without the claimant's signature.  The 

electronic application will be sufficient 

authentication of the claimantôs applica-

tion for benefits.  Normal development 

procedures and rules of evidence will still 

apply to all VONAPP applications. 

V O N A P P  (w w w . v a . g o v /

onlineapps.htm) is a Web-based system 

that benefits both internal and external 

users.  Veterans, survivors and other 

claimants seeking compensation, pension, 

education, or vocational rehabilitation 

benefits can apply electronically without 

the constraints of location, postage cost, 

and time delays in mail delivery.   

VONAPP reduces the number of in-

complete applications received by VA, 

decreasing the need for additional devel-

opment by VA claims processors.  The on

-line application also provides a link to 

apply for VA health care benefits and 

much more.  

Over 3.7 million veterans and benefi-

ciaries receive compensation and pension 

benefits from VA and approximately 

523,000 students receive education bene-

fits.  Approximately 90,000 disabled vet-

erans participate in VAôs Vocational Re-

(Continued on page 4) 

Commanderôs Corner 

I would like to start with a great big 

ñThanksò to all of you who voted for the 

Post Officers of the 2008-

2009 year.  There was a 

record response and that 

alone speaks volumes 

about member satisfaction 

and increased participa-

tion!  BINGO is going 

very good!  Our exposure 

with our participation in 

PRIDE and other events 

has earned us additional 

recognition and as a result 

we are recruiting new 

members at an all time 

high.  These things are 

essential if we are going to 

reach out to the commu-

nity and use our influence to affect 

change and education about LGBT Vet-

eran issues.  The newsletter is full of all 

of the details of our activities and I en-

courage everyone to read through it.  The 

2007-2008 year was full of challenges 

and I expect this new-year will keep us on 

our toes.  I invite all members of all as-

pects of our Post; Post, SAL and the As-

sociation to participate in our upcoming 

events, outreach, fundraising as well as 

the dinners and fun activities.  This is 

YOUR Post and YOUR ideas, thoughts 

and suggestions are always wel-

come.  Thank you for your confidence in 

me and our fine Officers! 
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Post 448 Intelligencer 

ÎÎÎ Minutes for Monthly Meeting of 17 July 2008 ÎÎÎ 

§Acting  Finance Officer Benfield the 

switched hats to deliver the Adjutantôs 

Report. He advised that we have 102 

members, including ñPaid Up for Lifeò, 

who have paid their dues for 2009. The 

Commander pointed out that this was an 

incredible response as dues statements 

were only sent out on the 1st of July. The 

Adjutant welcomed three new members: 

Charles Lord, Reginald Borrum, and 

Douglas White. There was one transfer, 

Blair Barrett, who is the band leader for 

the sax group we assisted in obtaining 

rehearsal space in the Veterans' War Me-

morial Building in room 219. Our paid 

membership goal for 2009 is approxi-

mately 248, so we are almost halfway 

there with only two weeks into the mem-

bership year. 

§ The Commander mentioned at this 

point that the final accounting for CA 

Tax Board should be complete by next 

month. Unbeknownst to the Post, we had 

fallen behind in tax filing and have in-

curred fines of several hundred dollars. 

The Commander and the Adjutant have 

now addressed the matter. 

§The Judge Advocate was introduced 

and reported on the War Memorial Com-

The fight goes oné 
Join us  

American Legion Post 448  
 

415-431-1413  
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Resistance is not futile! 

§The General Membership meeting of 17 

July 2008 was call to order by the Com-

mander at 1915 hrs. 

§In lieu of the Sergeant-At-Arms, the 

Colors were presented by Service Officer 

Robert Potter and those assembled were 

called to attention.  

§The Membership remained standing and 

the Commander acknowledged the MIA/

POW Chair and the membership was led 

in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

§The Commander called for guests to 

present themselves and a newly renewed 

member, Richard Clinton, stood to be 

recognized.  

§At this point, a motion was made to 

suspend the regular meeting to install the 

newly elected officers for the year 2009. 

The motion was seconded and passed. 

§The swearing in of officers was con-

ducted by Richard Collins. 

§After the swearing in of the 2009 offi-

cers, the meeting was resumed by the 

Commander. 

§A motion was made to wave the reading 

of the minutes and top accept them as 

published. The motion was seconded and 

passed. 

§The 3rd Vice Commander reported on 

the Voter Mobilization Project at the VA 

Hospital. Anders also asked for volun-

teers to set up a card table at 18th and 

Castro as part of the Voter Mobilization 

Project. The Commander informed the 

membership that as Third Vice Com-

mander, his duties would include acting 

as the public relations director for the 

Post.  

§Acting Finance Officer Tony Benfield 

was introduced and presented the Fi-

nance Report to the membership. A fac-

simile of the report can be found herein. 

Tony also reported that we had received 

a $500.00 donation from the Castro Li-

ons and that we were fully reimbursed 

for outlays incurred while servicing the 

Lionsô BBQ at the Eagle.  Further, a 

check was received for our part at the 

Sistersô Bingo on 16 July, in the amount 

of $1,130.00. Adjutant Benfield also said 

that he was looking into finding a bank 

with higher interest than we are presently 

getting for our CDs.  

§A motion was made to accept the fi-

nance report as delivered and to be pub-

li8shed in the newsletter. The motion 

was seconded and passed. 

Account Balance 

Assets   

    Cash and Bank Accounts  

          Wells Fargo Checking Acctð9136 $3,354.38 

          Wells Fargo Savings Acctð4206 510.00 

          Wells Fargo CDð3957 (4.80%) 10,918.99  

          Wells Fargo CDð3965 (4.80%) 10,677.71  

          Wells Fargo CDð0778 (4.30%) 10,000.00 

     TOTAL Bank Accounts $35,461.08 

     TOTAL ASSETS $35,461.08 

Liabilities: Other Liabilities   

448  Legal Fund $12,426.00 

Commander Bus Fund 261.00 

Flag Fund 546.00 

Sal Fund 394.00 

Sunshine Fund 368.00 

Total Other Liabilities  13,995.00 

Overall Total $35,461.08 

POST FINANCIAL REPORT 
Post 448 Balance SheetðAs of 17 July 2008 
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mission. He reported that other members 

of the War Memorial Commission had 

succeeded in keeping Swords to Plow-

shares out of the building until this past 

Tuesday when they were finally voted 

into the building. Adjutant Benfield at-

tended the meeting in Archôs place, In 

the meantime, Arch is unable to attend 

meetings at present, and his spot on the 

commission will be filled by the Com-

mander who is the Alternate Delegate. 

Arch called for volunteers to help set up 

for the August dinner. (Members, who 

have not yet volunteered, may do so on 

our website at http://www.post448.org/

volunteer.htm.) 

§The Commander introduced the Ser-

geant-At-Arms who thanks the members 

for Pride parade participation. He men-

tioned the security guardôs infiltration of 

our meeting and 

asked that all mem-

bers have their mem-

bership cards avail-

able when attending 

meetings as only 

members and guests 

are permitted to be in 

the room during an 

active meeting. He 

reported that he and 

other members were 

ready for the AIDS 

Walk on Sunday, 20 

July. He wouldnôt tell 

how much he had 

raised, which he ad-

vised was a state secret. 

§Service Officer Potter reported that the 

Bingo and Lions event were well at-

tended and thanks all for their participa-

tion. 

§Outgoing Historian Dick Manning re-

ported on the Food Committees activities 

and preparations for the Annual August 

Dinner. He asked that an ad be placed in 

the upcoming newsletter with the menu 

for the dinner. (The ad can be found on 

the back page of this issue.) Cost to the 

Post for the event will be $10.00 per 

person with a limit of 40 diners. 

§At this point the building security guard 

again interrupted the meeting and began 

making a count of those present. He was 

asked to leave and refused. It was recom-

mended by the Judge Advocate that  the 

guard be left to make his count and com-

plete his spying. The officers would take 

the matter up with building management. 

§When the meeting was resumed, the 

Chaplain, Paul Goercke, was introduced 

and gave his usual, well received ser-

monette on confrontation and hope.   

§The Womenôs Commander, Nina Kai-

ser, was introduced and reported that she 

just returned from vacation in New Or-

leans and attended the American Broth-

erhood Weekend. She advised that her 

partner, Joan, won the American Leather 

Woman title while in the Big Easy. Also 

while there she met one of the judges 

who was a member of the No-AIDS 

Taskforce. His partner is a Gay Veteran. 

Nina had copies of the Post application, 

newsletter, and other information, to give 

him. Nina encouraged the members to 

carry applications and other information 

to always be ready to recruit for the Post 

no matter the time of place. 

§The Newly sworn-in Squadron Com-

mander, Morningstar Vancil, delivered 

her inaugural report. She reported that 

there were over 100 attendees at the 

Wellness Gathering during Pride Week. 

Morningstar requested that a contingent 

of Legionnaires attend the Pride Com-

mitteeôs volunteer appreciation party to 

be given on 19 July at the LGBT Com-

munity Center on Market St. At this 

time, checks would be presented to the 

non-profit groups that participated. She 

also reported that the Post had been 

nominated for the Asian Pacific Islanders 

Outstanding Ally of the Year.  

§The Commander then delivered his re-

port for the month. He reported that there 

were 18 volunteers who manned the gate 

on Pride Sunday and that our participa-

tion in the collections for that date would 

be predicated upon the number of par-

ticipants.  

§He said our information booth was not 

in the area that we had expected, but that 

it was good post coverage nonetheless. 

We were able to recruit three new mem-

bers and expose a number of others to 

our existence. The parade itself was a big 

success and the contingent of Legion-

naires who marched were exceptionally 

well received by the largest crowd to 

view any parade in the history of the 

City.  

§Bingo was another success in regards to 

the Postôs participation and we garnered 

a total of $1,130.00. The Sisters have 

donated certain items to the Post to offset 

some of our needs for the needs for the 

next Bingo. John advised that we spent a 

little more money than last month, but 

that it would even itself out for next 

month as the Sisters will supply us with 

beer and water. 

§The Commander thanked the outgoing 

officers for their work during the past 

year and warned the incoming officers 

that they would be 

called upon to work 

ceaselessly during the 

new year. 

§He reiterated the 

need for keeping the 

hardcopy of the news-

letter going for this 

period of time as it is 

more cost effective to 

print and mail a hard-

copy than to send the 

newsletter out elec-

tronically. At this time 

there are still a number 

of older Vets who rely 

on the hardcopy and/or 

do not have computers to receive an 

electronic letter.  

§At this time the Adjutant took the floor 

to report on the sale of ticket for the Gi-

antsô game on 25 July. The Post had pur-

chased 26 tickets for this event and as of 

today we had sold only 7 tickets. (Editor: 

As of the writing of this newsletter, we 

now have sold all 26 tickets.) He advised 

that those who wished could muster at 

the Veterans' War Memorial Building at 

1600 hrs for refreshments before going 

to the ballpark. The pre-game party starts 

in the Scoreboard Plaza at 17:15 hrs and 

the game will begin at 19:15 hrs. (Editor: 

Itôs Friday night with the Giants, so re-

member to wear your orange! And, donôt 

forget your American Legion caps.) 

§The Commander continued and an-

nounced that as 1st Vice Commander, 

Dick Manning would assume the posi-

tion of being in charge of both the Food 

and Bar Committees which would be 

(Continued on page 4) 

Newly Sworn -In 2009 Officers  

Left to right: Anders Winther, Paul Goercke, Bill Watson, Rod Bagarino, Dick Manning, Jim McConnell, Robert Potter, John Forrett, 

Morningstar Vancil, Kai Azada, Arch Wilson, George Gomez, Dale Pellegrino, Tony Benfield. Not in photo: Nina Kaiser, Rene Puliatti.  

ð photo by E J Gaudreau 
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