August 2008

Alexander Hamilton Post 448
The American Legion Intelligencer

Ay
4
Volume 25 August 2008 Number 08
(17551804)

VA Announces On -Line Claims Applications

<

Post Officers

Washington, 16 Jul 2008 The Department of that benefits both internal and external

JohalForrett Veterans Affairs (VA) announced todayusers. Veterans, survivors and other
ﬁ?}g?g&iﬁf that online applications are now acceptedclaimants seeking compensation, pension,
Womenos Commanddrrom ygtergn;, surV|v'ors.and other cla.|meduca}t|on, or vocational 'rehablll'tatlon
_Dick Manning ants filing initial applications for disabil- benefits can apply electronically without
1st Vice Commander ity compensation, pension, education, anthe constraints of location, postage cost,
) d\B/'_“Wé‘tSO” J vocational rehabilitation and employmentand time delays in mail delivery.
Mnders Whther benefits without the additional require- VONAPP reduces the number of in-
3rd Vice Commander ment to submit a signed paper copy of theomplete applications received by VA,
Mario Benfield application. decreasing the need for additional devel-
/?/dJUtaT Effective immediately, VA will now opment by VA claims processors. The on
Assist:ﬁf‘gdjutam process applications received through itdine application also provides a link to
Rene Puliatti online application website (VONAPP) apply for VA health care benefits and
Finance without the claimant's sighature. Themuch more.

Jﬁcrjcr(]ev,&/(ljl\slgzate electronic application will be sufficient — Over 3.7 million veterans and benefi-
Delegate, Wa?Memorial Commission au t hen t. ication of d:idnieg receiveacormpansatiod anq pepspoh i
Jimmy McConnell tion for benefits. Normal developmentbenefits from VA and approximately

Sergeani\t-Arms procedures and rules of evidence will still623,000 students receive education bene-
P nt\éa(;antamt Arm apply to all VONAPP applications. fits. Approximately 90,000 disabled vet-
sssiaulggsrcke' s VONAPP (www.va.gov/ erans parti c.i pate in
Chaplain onlineapps.htinis a Webbased system (Continued on pagé)
Rod Bagarino
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POST FINANCIAL REPORT IU.S. Avy 3
Post 448 Balance Sheetd As of 17 July 2008 =
Account Balance Py
Assets | R\ :
Cash and Bank Accounts
Wells Fargo Checking Acét9136 $3,354.38
Wells Fargo Savings Acgt4206 510.00
Wells Fargo CB 3957 (4.80%) 10,918.99
Wells Fargo CB 3965 (4.80%) 10,677.71
Wells Fargo CB 0778 (4.30%) 10,000.00 B
Go ahead!”
TOTAL Bank Accounts $35,461.08 R =
TOTAL ASSETS $35,461.08 HELP YOUR COUNTRY

ENLIST IN THE NAVY

Liabilities: Other Liabilities .
448 Legal Fund $12,426.00 The i g ht glo e s

Commander Bus Fund 261.00 Join us
Flag Fund 546.00 American Legion Post 448
Sal Fund 394.00 415-431-1413
Sunshine Fund 368.00 or

info@post448.orq
http://www.post448.org

Overall Total $35,461.08 Resistance is not futile!

Total Other Liabilities 13,995.00

1 T T Minutes for Monthly Meeting of 17 July 2008 1 1 1

§ The General Membership meeting of 18 The 3rd Vice Commander reported or§ Acting Finance Officer Benfield the

July 2008 was call to order by the Com-the Voter Mobilization Project atthe VA s wi t ched hats to del
mander at 1915 hrs. Hospital. Anders also asked for volun- Report. He advised that we have 102
§In lieu of the Sergeamt-Arms, the teers to set up a card table at 18th andne mber s, including AT
Colors were presented by Service OfficerCastro as part of the Voter Mobilization who have paid their dues for 2009. The
Robert Potter and those assembled wer@roject. The Commander informed the Commander pointed out that this was an
called to attention. membership that as Third Vice Com- incredible response as dues statements
§ The Membership remained standing andmander, his duties would include actingwere only sent out on the 1st of July. The
the Commander acknowledged the MIA/ as the public relations director for the Adjutant welcomed three new members:
POW Chair and the membership was ledPost. Charles Lord, Reginald Borrum, and

in the Pledge of Allegiance. § Acting Finance Officer Tony Benfield Douglas White. There was one transfer,

§ The Commander called for guests towas introduced and presented the Fi-Blair Barrett, who is the band leader for
present themselves and a newly renewedlance Report to the membership. A fac-the sax group we assisted in obtaining
member, Richard Clinton, stood to be Simile of the report can be found herein.rehearsal space in the Veterans' War Me-
recognized. Tony also reported that we had receivedmorial Building in room 219. Our paid

§ At this point, a motion was made to & $500.00 donation from the Castro Li- membership goal for 2009 is approxi-
suspend the regular meeting to install theons and that we were fully reimbursed mately 248, so we are almost halfway
newly elected officers for the year 2009. for outlays incurred while servicing the there with only two weeks into the mem-

The motion was seconded and passed. Li ons 6 BBQ at t he beEshigyeas.. Further, a
§ The swearing in of officers was con- check was received for our part at th& The Commander mentioned at this
ducted by Richard Collins. Sisterso6 Bingo on pdnt that they final iagrourtimgefor £Mmo u r

§ After the swearing in of the 2009 offi- of $1,130.00. Adjutant Benfield also said Tax Board should be complete by next
cers, the meeting was resumed by thdhat he was looking into finding a bank month. Unbeknownst to the Post, we had
with higher interest than we are presentlyfallen behind in tax filing and have in-
getting for our CDs. curred fines of several hundred dollars.
A motion was made to accept the fi- The Commander and the Adjutant have
drance report as delivered and to be pubnow addressed the matter.
li8shed in the newsletter. The motion§ The Judge Advocate was introduced
was seconded and passed. and reported on the War Memorial Com-

Commander.

§ A motion was made to wave the readin
of the minutes and top accept them a
published. The motion was seconded an
passed.
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mission. He reported that other membersand gave his usual, well received ser-bers and expose a number of others to
of the War Memorial Commission had monette on confrontation and hope. our existence. The parade itself was a big
succeeded in keeping Swords to PlowsThe Womends Co mma nsdceess, andNthencantingenti of Legion-
shares out of the building until this past ser, was introduced and reported that shéaires who marched were exceptionally
Tuesday when they were finally voted just returned from vacation in New Or- well received by the largest crowd to
into the building. Adjutant Benfield at- leans and attended the American Broth-view any parade in the history of the
tended the meet i ngerhood Whekendh Sise adviked that,heCltyn

the meantime, Arch is unable to attendpartner, Joan, won the American Leathe§ Bingo was another success in regards to
meetings at present, and his spot on th&/oman title while in the Big Easy. Also t he Post 6s participat
commission will be filled by the Com- while there she met one of the judgesa total of $1,130.00. The Sisters have
mander who is the Alternate Delegate.who was a member of the NEIDS  donated certain items to the Post to offset
Arch called for volunteers to help set up Taskforce. His partner is a Gay Veteran.some of our needs for the needs for the
for the August dinner. (Members, who Nina had copies of the Post application,next Bingo. John advised that we spent a
have not yet volunteered, may do so onnewsletter, and other information, to give little more money than last month, but
our website athttp://www.post448.org/ him. Nina encouraged the members tothat it would even itself out for next

volunteer.htr) carry applications and other information month as the Sisters will supply us with
§ The Commander introduced the Ser-to always be ready to recruit for the Postbeer and water.
geantAt-Arms who thanks the members no matter the time of place. 8§ The Commander thanked the outgoing

for Pride parade participation. He men§ The Newly sworAn Squadron Com- officers for their work during the past
tioned the secur it ynandes avfordhidgstar ivantilj deliveredtyéap and warned the incoming officers

our meeting an that they would be
asked that all mem Newly Sworn -In 2009 Officers called upon to work
bers have their menr ceaselessly during the
bership cards avail- new year.

able when attending 8 He reiterated the
meetings as only need for keeping the
members and guests hardcopy of the news-
are permitted to be in letter going for this
the room during an period of time as it is
active meeting. He more cost effective to
reported that he and print and mail a hard-
e

other members we copy than to send the

ready for the AIDS newsletter out elec-
Walk on Sunday, 20 tronically. At this time
Ju I y ! He .I_‘eft to.r.igI:t: A:de?s Wint:\er, PaL:I Goerclke,lBiII Watson, Rod Bagarino, Dick Manning, Jim McConnell, Robert Potter, Jethn Forr there are still a number
how much he ha Morningstar Vancil, Kai Azada, Arch Wilson, George Gomez, Dale Pellegrino, Tony Benfield. Not in photo: Nina Kaiser, Réthe PUIOT Older Vets who re|y
raised, which he ac- on the hardcopy and/or
vised was a state secret. her inaugural report. She reported thatdo not have computers to receive an

§ Service Officer Potter reported that thethere were over 100 attendees at theelectronic letter.

Bingo and Lions event were well at- Wellness Gathering during Pride Weeksg At this time the Adjutant took the floor
tended and thanks all for their participa- Morningstar requested that a contingentio report on the sale of ticket for the Gi-

tion. of Legionnaires attend the Pride Com-ant s game on 25 July
§ Outgoing Historian Dick Manning re- mi t t eeds vol unt eer chaspdi2b6 fickets fof thiscelent And Astoly
ported on the Food Committees activitiesbe given on 19 July at the LGBT Com- today we had sold only 7 tickets. (Editor:

and preparations for the Annual Augustmunity Center on Market St. At this As of the writing of this newsletter, we
Dinner. He asked that an ad be placed irfime, checks would be presented to thenow have sold all 26 tickets.) He advised

the upcoming newsletter with the menunon-profit groups that participated. She that those who wished could muster at

for the dinner. (The ad can be found onalso reported that the Post had beenhe Veterans' War Memorial Building at

the back page of this issue.) Cost to thenominated for the Asian Pacific Islanders 1600 hrs for refreshments before going
Post for the event will be $10.00 per Outstanding Ally of the Year. to the ballpark. The prgame party starts
person with a limit of 40 diners. § The Commander then delivered his re-in the Scoreboard Plaza at 17:15 hrs and

§ At this point the building security guard port for the month. He reported that therethe game will begin at 19:15 hrs. (Editor:
again interrupted the meeting and begarwere 18 volunteers who mannedthegatd t 6s Fr i day ni ght wi |
making a count of those present. He wa®n Pride Sunday and that our participa-me mber t o wear your
asked to leave and refused. It was recomtion in the collections for that date would forget your American Legion caps.)

mended by the Judge Advocate that théde predicated upon the number of parg§ The Commander continued and an-
guard be left to make his count and com-ticipants. nounced that as 1st Vice Commander,
plete his spying. The officers would take§ He said our information booth was not Dick Manning would assume the posi-

the matter up with building management. in the area that we had expected, but thation of being in charge of both the Food

§ When the meeting was resumed, theit was good post coverage nonethelessand Bar Committees which would be

Chaplain, Paul Goercke, was introducedWe were able to recruit three new mem-
(Continued on pagé4)
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