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Post Officers First Ft Miley o0Care Packageo Pro
John Forrett San Francisco, 29 March 2008 The First Ft. everyone we could reach at Ft Miley re-
Commgg‘;fr Mil ey AiCar e P ac k a geived aPsubstpnéat packege &amt teed

WJ'? 6s CommandarWith a \_/vhlmper_ln Decemb
bert Alvarado and finished with a roar i
18t Vice Commander March, leaving those wi
) \B/'i'(':ev"ggsr'g;an dor participated in the distributio
Anders Winther at the VA hospital, emqtlo
3rd Vice Commander aIIy exhausted, but with
Mario Benfield great sense of satisfaction.
Q/(gg;?t only regret is that we were
Assistant Adjutant ablfe to convey that feeling
Rene Puliatti satisfaction to those ma
Finance good people in the San Frg
JAéCh VX('JSO” . cisco community who contrif
Delegate, Vl\J/a?ﬁ/Iem\z)or?; gommission uted to this most worth
Jimmy McConnell cause. home. Left to right, Jimmy McConnell, Robert Potter, Dick Manning,
1 P Mark Heltemes, Arch Wilson, John Forrett, Rod Bagardino, Al Aden,
SergeaniggArms The Ft. Mi | Tony Benfield, and Paul Goerckea photo by E J Gaudreau
Aitnt\éacrantamtArm ageo Project
SsIS ?,aul ggsrcke' S by Post 448 to show the Veterans at Sammmunlty FIyers and ads were printed
Chaplain Franciscods Ft Mi | upwand néws reldases pistribwed to gettlze t
Ri chard fiDicko Mantheynhmd not been forgotten. What hapeommunity to contribute items for this
Historian pened from there was a desire to insure (Continued on pag®)
Robert C Potter
Service Officer
‘Sam Thal, MD $0. "] %&3z4 $03/ &3
-Post Doc_tor
Ls?.ﬁé?nbé?ufus Many great things are and have been A few months ago, | spoke before the
~ Ernest Gaudreau happening this year and | am finally ableBoar d of Trusteeds of
' ASS|stant Editor/Web Designer to formally announce that our new web Veterans Building (WMVB) and ex-
~ KaiAzada site will be active in the next few days.plained how Post 448 wants to start the
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Some of the glitches that held us up, neery first homeless Veterans program
longer exist. inside the WMVB. The program would
The reason we have made such a bigpnsist of shower facilities, washers and
deal about this i dryersy a bungesaed camputertworkl stay 6 s
world, a website gives an organization théions to help cleawp, cloth and assist
ability to reach across the world with aVeterans in employment search. The bar
piece of information in the hand of some-in the building would be run 5 days a
one here. Our purpose is to put a moreeeek to fund the program as well as
modern face on our Post, create a centr&words to Plowshares contributions and
information area for anyone who wants tmur own fundraising efforts through the
know about the struggles of our fellowwebsite and Bingo. The Trustees looked
and fallen Gay & Lesbian Soldiers, Sail-at me like | was some kind of freak. This
ors, Airmen and Marines. There will beis an unpopular topic as Congress has
parts that only current paid members willmade known that the SF Bay Area has the
be able to access for-house informa- highest amount of homeless Veterans in
tion, chat, messages,-neail or secure the Nation! We shall prevail!
data. There will eventually be a store to Our new website, the alliances with
buy some souvenirs and the like. Finallyhe Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence and
the site will also put us in the league ofothers will help us fund programs, adver-
other professional and technological nontise who we are and get the word out.
profits so we can increase our revenuémagine our pilot program launching sat-
stream to fund more programs. (Continued on pags)
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(Continued from pagg) | NOTE BENE |
drive. By the end of the collection perio(

) t  Due to the April Spring Fling, theig
the Post had boxes of socksshirts,
sports shirts, underwear, sweatshir
candy, snacks, and a mountain of read
material. All of these generous donation
were placed in large shopping bags
distributed to the Veterans at the hospital
Not only did the Veterans at Ft. Mil
appreciate the Po
seemed overwhelmed by the Project
the many personal items well needed by
the patients.
This First ACare
so successful that Post 448 is now con
ering doing this drive twice yearly, at the
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is no financial report or minutes for ttjis 7 N
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fficer: "As God would have it . . . he
hielded two men who probably woulg
have been killed if Alan had not bee
there." Rogers was "an exceptional, bri
|IP i %ersé?n'—- ?u'st%well-sp kgn{ andl irB—
antly could relate to anyone."
A gay group tipped The Post that
tEere sr|1(ould be a stogy sac?/ing Rogﬁrs was |
icﬁieaﬁPSt oSe%l)? gay solbiet o @i& Iraaq.
eporter Donna St. George was assigngd

. to the story and interviewed friends whp
end of March and again at the end of S Raid that g/e was gay but couldn't shafe Watch Out! Don't Let Sodomites

tember. ; i "don' Recruit youinto their Lifestyle
A special thanks is extended to T ethat in the military under the "don't ask, Ll

Mint Karaoke Lounge, 1942 Mark tdonttell rule.

Street, for graciously acting as a coll Ctluded his friends talking about his orien

tion point for the Project. tation; some at the paper felt that was the

I Shpecial thanks should aIsohgo out t?'ght thing to do. But the material wad
all those Post Legionnaires who assisted” . ' ]
in the packaging and distribution of t eMrglrt];Gd \i/\tlggn dtihgu::;g t\r:\/:s;sgfeb“j:]ec .it 415-431-1413

fCare Packageso (s$ee’.tTro N hot o), or

and in particular to Tony Ben_figld _and r\.i_vr?% dacarli;gﬁrﬂi;grgl a(?eel(?/is?/?/i,s r?m%a?jesatl)(i/. post448@yahoo.com

Mark Helt_emes,_whos_e participation a dExecutive EditorLen Downig who said

\(,:vrzrdkit gutrr']ggpggts drive brought muc that there was no proof that Rogers wts
' gay and no clear indication that, if he was,
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i ; ; he wanted the information made public. Shav Hill. his benefici dniver-
Public D h, Priv Lif _ , ‘ ay Hill, his beneficiary andniver
ublic Deat ! ate € Downie said that what Rogers'ssjty of Floridaroommate, said that he and

Deborah Howell, Washington Post friends said and the fact that Rogers wasRogers were "like brothers” and that he
former treasurer ofAmerican Veterans knew Rogers was gay. "He worked to
Sunday, March 30, 2008 What should a [ Edual Ridhis (AVER) were not change the system from within. You don't
newspaper print about a person's mo&n0ugh. Downie pointed out that manyut yourself to make a point. Just because
private life in a story after his death? straight journalists belong to théational he's gay should have no more relevance
The Post ran atory March 22 about Lesbian a_mld Gay Journalists Associalion than I'm straight. It's not fair to make a
the burial atArlington National Cemetery _ DOWNI€'s ruling was in line with The pigger deal out of this than it needs to
of Army Maj. Alan G. Rogers, a deco- Posts_style_book policy. "A person S sexpe."
rated war hero killed in an explosion inual orientation should not be mentioned Other friends felt differently. James
Baghdad The subject of much journalis- unless relevaqt to the ;tory. - Not_ evea. "Tony" Smith of Alexandrig an Air
tic soutsearching, the story did not men.YON€ €spousing gay rights causes is heeorce veteran, knew Rogers through
tion that Rogers's friends said that he wai0sexual. When identifying an individual AVER. He said that Rogers "was very
gay and was well known in local gay vet-2S 98y or homosexual, be cautious abogjen about being gay. It was a major part
erans’ circles. The Washington Blade, J'vading the privacy of someone whoof his life. It does a disservice to his
gay-oriented newspaper, identified him ag"a&y not wish his or her sexual orientatiofimemory" not to mention it.

gay in a story Friday that was critical of <"OWN-" _ Rogers abided by "don't ask, don't
The Post. Rogers's cousin, Cathy Long of Ocalate||" only because "he wanted to stay a

For The Post, Rogers's death raised {gﬁ said that she was fhe closest in thgo|dier,” Smith said. "He was first and
unanswerable question: Would he havé@Mily to him. To her, “The Post did aforemost a soldier, and he loved serving
wanted to be identified as gay? Friendd/onderful job. Personally, as far as theyis country.” Rogers's ties to the veterans
also struggled with that question but de!aMly is concemed, we really didn'tgroup were "widely and publicly known."
cided to tell The Post that he was becausknN°W about this until after his death. Itaustin Rooke, Rogers's friend and a for-
they said, he wanted the military's "dont¥@s in the back of our minds, but we didmer Army captain, said, "He was among
ask, don't tell” rule repealed. Yet a cousiff t diSCUSS it.” She is glad The Post stonhe most open activéuty military people
and a close friend felt that his sexual oridid not say that he was gay. "I really feé}ve ever met. I can't imagine him not
entation was not important; his immediatd\@n was a lot more than that" Shewanting people to know."

family members are deceased. thought the Blade story was "selérving ~ Tami Sadowski said that she was one
The Post story would have made an hatever their cause is anlfj that they'ref Rogers's closest friends. She and her
soldier proud. It quoted his commandin rying to use Alan to do that. (Continued on pagé)
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