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The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON, 7 Feb 2008 - Strained by 

war, recently discharged veterans are hav-

ing a harder time finding civilian jobs and 

are more likely to earn lower wages for 

years, partly because of employer con-

cerns about their mental health and over-

all skills, a government study says. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs 

report, obtained Thursday by The Associ-

ated Press, points to continuing problems 

with the Bush administration's efforts to 

help 4.4 million people who have been 

discharged from active duty since 1990. 

The 2007 study by the consulting firm 

Abt Associates Inc. found that 18 percent 

of the veterans who sought jobs within 

one to three years of discharge were un-

employed, while one out of four who did 

find jobs earned less than $21,840 a year. 

Many had taken advantage of government 

programs such as the GI Bill to boost job 

prospects, but there was little evidence 

that education benefits yielded higher pay 

or better advancement. 

The report blamed the poor prospects 

partly on inadequate job networks and 

lack of mentors after extended periods in 

war. It said employers often had mis-

placed stereotypes about veterans' fitness 

for employment, such as concerns they 

did not possess adequate technological 

skills, or were too rigid, lacked education 

or were at risk for post-traumatic stress 

disorder. 

It urged the federal government to 

consider working with a private-sector 

marketing firm to help promote and brand 

war veterans as capable employees, as 

well as re-examine education and training 

such as the GI Bill. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Commanderôs Corner 

I wanted to share the following article 

with the membership. 

ð John Forrett 

Commander 

That was freaking the guys out." 

As of today King is being kept on life 

support for possible organ donations 

after being declared brain dead by neuro-

surgeons at the St. John's Medical 

Center in Oxnard California. Police are 

still investigating and the district 

attorney has yet  to determined if the un-

named juvenile suspect will be 

tried in juvenile court or charged as an 

adult for murder. They have 

determined that the suspect will be 

charged with a hate crime. 

"Anti -gay prejudice continues to take 

the lives of innocent people. That is 

why the Gay American Heroes project is 

so important.", said Congressman 

Barney Frank. 

"I just heard the news about Lawrence 

King being murdered and all I can think 

over and over is not again. His Junior 

(Continued on page 6) 

Jobless after war: Veterans find tough going  
Study says employers reluctant to hire, wages are low for many  
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Gay Hate crime Murder in school  

Ft. Lauderdale, FL (February 14, 2008)- Yester-

day, February 13th 15-year-old Lawrence 

King was declared brain dead after he 

was shot  by a fellow student on Tuesday 

at Oxnard Junior High School.  King, an 

openly gay student, was shot during his 

first period English Class in front of 

twenty four other students.  According to 

classmates, King was known to wear 

makeup and  feminine jewelry to school 

and was in conflict with other boys for his 

open display. 

"He would come to school in high-

heeled boots, makeup, jewelry and 

painted nails -- the whole thing," said 

Michael Sweeney, 13, an eighth-grader 
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Account Balance 

Assets   

    Cash and Bank Accounts  

          Wells Fargo Checking Acctð9136 $3,271.43 

          Wells Fargo Savings Acctð4206 558.25 

          Wells Fargo CDð3957 (4.80%) 10,472.00 

          Wells Fargo CDð3965 (4.80%) 10,708.00 

          Wells Fargo CDð0778 (4.30%) 10,651.00 

     TOTAL Bank Accounts $35,660.68 

     TOTAL ASSETS $35,660.68 

Liabilities: Other Liabilities   

448  Legal Fund $12,426.00 

Commander Bus Fund 261.00 

Flag Fund 546.00 

Sal Fund 394.00 

Sunshine Fund 368.00 

Total Other Liabilities  13,995.00 

Overall Total $35,660.68 

ÎÎÎ Minutes for General Meeting of 21 February 2008 ÎÎÎ 

§Commander John Forrett called the 

meeting of 21 February 2008 to order at 

1910 hrs.  

§Sergeant-At-Arms Jimmy McConnell 

presented the Colors and the POW/MIA 

Chair was acknowledged. At this time, 

1st Vice Commander Dale Pellegrino and 

2nd Vice Commander Morningstar Van-

cil of SAL Squadron 448, 

presented new SAL Colors 

and flagstaff to the Post. All 

members then remained 

standing to pledge allegiance 

to the Flag. 

§The Commander introduce 

Chaplain Goercke who an-

nounced before the March 

General Meeting a memorial 

service and short reception 

would be held for Wade 

Pierce, who passed away on 

5 February 2008. 

§Commander Forrett then 

called for the introduction of guests. 

Mike Sedberry  of Redland, CA and Ray 

Akin of Highland, CA, both members of 

the Post and visiting from Southern Cali-

fornia introduced themselves. They were 

warmly welcomed by the Commander 

and the Legionnairs.  

§The Commander called for the Guest 

Speaker, Shan Yue, of the SF County 

Department of Veterans Services. Ms 

Yue was regrettably unavailable. 

§The membership was then as for com-

ments and discussion of the Minutes for 

the January General Meet-

ing as published in the Feb-

ruary newsletter. There 

being no objections, it was 

moved and seconded that 

the Minutes be accepted as 

published. The motion was 

approved.  

§It was announced that the 

new website would be 

ready soon.  

§Kudos were extended to 

the Newsletter Folding 

Committee for their fine 

job. 

§The floor was then turned over to Adju-

tant Mario Benfield for the presentation 

of the Adjutantôs Report and the Treas-

urerôs Report. 

§Adjutant Benfield reported that the 

membership was at 248. We are only 8 

members short of 100% paid member-

ships. We are still the 3rd largest post in 

District 8, County of San Francisco.  

§Acting as temporary Treasurer, he then 

gave the Treasurerôs Report, a summary 

of which can be found n this page. 

§A motion was made to accept the Treas-

urerôs Report as presented. The motion 

was seconded and approved. 

§The Commander then called on Judge 

Advocate Arch Wilson to present his 

report. Arch reported on the ongoing 

fight over the use of the Veterans' War 

Memorial Building and our need for 

more room and our desire to obtain 

Room 129 for our sole use. 

§John and Arch spoke of a ñStand-downò 

to be conducted in the building for home-

less veterans on 23 March. 

§Arch spoke of the new ñFreedom Fight-

ersò Post 911 and the assignment of 

Room 129 to this post. This group only 

has 17 members, but some of our mem-

bers want us to partner with this new post 

and share Room 129. There were a num-

ber of objections to this new post as some 

perceive it as rightwing in nature. The are 

The fight goes oné 
Join us  

Alexander Hamilton  
American Legion Post 448  

 
415-431-1413  

or  
post448@yahoo.com   

 

Resistance is not futile! 

2nd Vice Commander Vancil and 1st Vice 

Commander Pellegrino present new SAL 

Colors to the Post. 

POST FINANCIAL REPORT 
Post 448 Balance SheetðAs of 21 February 2008 

 
 

mailto:post448@yahoo.com
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Room at the Veterans' War Memorial 

Building. A motion was made and sec-

onded for the Post to sponsor this event 

and reserve the room for Gay Pride. The 

motion passed. 

§The Squadron Commander had no re-

port and the Womenôs Commander re-

ported on Mommaôs Breast Cancer 

Emergency Fund Dinner scheduled for 

17 May. 

§The Commander presented his report.  

Bingo will start in April in the building 

and will take place in the Green Room. 

We sill have the bar and hat check con-

cession which should prove to be lucra-

tive as a post fundraiser. All licenses and 

insurance will be provided by the Sisters 

of Perpetual Indulgence, except for the 

monthly liquor license.  

§The Commander advised that there is a 

move to get the basement of the Veterans' 

War Memorial Building to set up pro-

grams for homeless veterans. This project 

is  being done in conjunction with the 

other veterans organization. He reminded 

us that nationally 1 in 4 homeless is a 

veteran and in the Bay Area the number 

is 2 in 4 homeless are veterans.  

§Forrett reported that he will met with 

Clinton Fein to move the website be the 

end of the month at the lastest. 

§The War Memorial Commission will be 

advised that we want Room 129, no ifs 

and or buts.  

§The Commander and the Adjutant 

would be on duty with the Castro Patrol 

and asked if the Post would donate 

$100.00 to that organization so they 

could buy whistles and flashlights. A 

motion was made and seconded. The 

motion passed. There were two ñnaysò.  

§The floor was turned over to the Adju-

tant who reported further on the distribu-

tion of ñCare Packagesò for Ft Miley. 

§He asked that the Post provide the 

Commander with $700.00 for his trip to 

Washington DC to lobby on behalf of 

Gay servicemembers and SLDN. Arch 

objected as last year the membership was 

told that that would be the last time. The 

motion was made and seconded to budget 

this trip. The motion Passed.  

§The Sergeant-At-Arms retired the Col-

ors and the meeting was adjourned at 

2123 hours.  

said to support three Boy Scout Troops, 

and one member questioned the validity 

of this move as many charitable organiza-

tions and the City will not support the 

Boy Scouts because of their discrimina-

tory policies. Even the name and number 

of the Post and their support from certain 

post commanders known to be ñanti-Post 

448ò was questioned. John and Tony 

mentioned that the  post was made up of 

younger, impressionable veterans and 

that they might be open to new ideas. 

Pros and cons for both sides of this issue 

were presented and a motion was made as 

to whether we would request Room 129 

from the War Memorial Commission for 

our exclusive use.  The motion was sec-

onded and passed by the membership. 

The Commander said his intent was that 

we would still work with them as they are 

Brother Legionnaires. 

§Sergeant-At-Arms McConnell gave his 

report. He requested volunteers as Color 

Guards for the Coronation and several 

other events. Free tickets were offered to 

the membership for the performance of 

USS Metaphor, given by the SF Gay 

Menôs Chorus. 

§Service Officer Robert Potter had no 

report for this meeting. 

§The Post Historian Dick Manning ad-

vised that the No-Chili Chili Fest was on 

for the General Meeting in April, and 

thanks to the efforts of Arch Wilson there 

is a new stove in the kitchen. The menu 

has been upgraded and Dick reminded us 

that there would be 48 dinners only. The 

event is open to current members in good 

standing (dues paid) and the one guest 

per member rule would be strictly ob-

served. Dick then discussed the KQED 

auction in June, saying that it would be 

good publicity for the Post if we volun-

teered for this event. We would need a 

minimum of 10 volunteers. A call for 

volunteers will be made at our ñSring 

Fling and No-Chili Chili Fest, scheduled 

for the April meeting. This project ap-

pears to have the enthusiastic support of 

the membership.  

§The floor was then given to Al Aden 

who reported on the Angel Island Expe-

dition, Safari and Ocean Voyage planned 

for 10 May 2008. The cost of the excur-

sion is $35.00 per person and details are 

listed on the back page of this newsletter. 

Applications were made available for this 

event and members who wish to attend 

are encouraged to submit applications 

and payments soonest as there are only 

40 slots, (Applications are available on 

the Post 448 Yahoo Group and will be 

available on the new website when it is 

up and running). Tickets will be sold on a 

first come first served basis. Al reminded 

us that a separate application must be 

filled out and signed for each member 

attending AND for each guest. A motion 

was made to provide Al with a check for 

a $100.00 deposit and was seconded. The 

motion passed.  

§The Commander at this time mentioned 

the appointment of Dr. Sam Thal as Post 

Doctor. Dr. Thal has indicated that he is 

willing to answer the members medical 

questions, but hopes the membership 

would do so through the Yahoo Group so 

on going dialogues would help all mem-

bers who may have similar questions. 

§The Assistant Editor of the Newsletter 

reported that the Fort Miley ñCare Pack-

ageò Project has been kicked off and 

posters and flyers have been place.  

A press release has been sent out to local 

media and now we wait to see what hap-

pens. John also indicated that a barrel 

will be placed in the lobby of the Veter-

ans' War Memorial Building for members  

or the general public and another barrel 

will be placed at The Mint Karaoke 

Lounge, 1942 Market Street. Please do-

nate new items for the wounded at Fort 

Miley. 

§Ernie then gave a report on the Postôs 

Night with the Giants at AT&T park. It 

has been decided that Friday, 25 July 

2008, which happens to be LGBT Night. 

See details in ñPost Notesò. It was asked 

that the Post provide $1,095.00 to pur-

chase 266 tickets for this event. The Post 

would be reimbursed for this amount 

when tickets are sold. It was reported that 

17 members has already shown interest in 

the event, however some members were 

concerned that the Post would have to eat 

the cost should some tickets not be sold. 

One member said he would put up the 

money instead of the post, but it was 

agreed that he would only be asked to 

guarantee unsold tickets. A motion was 

made and seconded to provide $1,095.00 

to purchase 26 tickets to this game. The 

motion passed. 

§Morningstar Vancil reported on the 

Pride Parade. She advised that Arch Wil-

son has been nominated for Grand Mar-

shall for the Pride Parade and that she has 

also nominated Arch for the KQED Ser-

vice Award. Especially important as Arch 

will represent the Post  for these impor-

tant functions. She also asked the Post to 

sponsor the Pride Function in the Green 

Three may keep a secret, if two 

of them are dead.  

 

ðBenjamin Franklin  
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Crab Salad 

 
"Imitation crab meat is sumptuously 

robed in a creamy, sweet and tangy dress-

ing and dotted with crunchy bits of celery 

and green pepper." 

 

1 cup light mayonnaise 

1 tablespoon white sugar (or 

Slenda) 

1/4 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon white vinegar 

2 teaspoons skim milk 

1 cup imitation crab meat, flaked 

1 stalk celery, chopped 

Dash cayenne pepper 

 

In a medium bowl, whisk together the 

mayonnaise, sugar, salt, vinegar and milk. 

Add the crabmeat, and celery and stir 

until evenly combined. Refrigerate until 

ready to use. 

 

Serves 4 

Editorial  
  
Logistics Was Americaôs Secret 
Weapon  

  
Views expressed in the editorial are solely those of the writer and 

are not necessarily the views or opinions of the officers or members 

of Post 448. 

  

Remember the Red Ball Express of 

World War II? They ran supplies in a 

constantly moving train of deuce-and-a-

half's from the French Coast to the inte-

rior of France and beyond to the Benelux 

countries and into Germany. They were a 

brave group of men, mostly Black, who 

kept the war materials moving and ena-

bling the resupply of our troops. It can be 

truthfully said that without these brave 

supply personnel, the war may have gone 

on for several more years, or may even 

have been lost entirely. And let us not 

forget the brave Merchant Marines and 

the vast convoys of Liberty Ships.  

Our military logistic services were 

indispensable during war, and during 

peace time they proved to be valuable 

training grounds for many young men and 

women who would have gotten no other 

vocational training. Our military leaders 

recognized early in our history the value 

of solid logistical services. 

Now, thatôs ancient history. Our mili-

tary and government leaders have forgot-

ten the lessons of the past. Military logis-

tics has been privatized and taken over by 

companies that are making huge profits 

for their shareholders at the expense of 

the American Taxpayer. We are getting 

less for more.  Our military can no longer 

say, ñJoin the service and learn a trade.ò 

The Red Ball Express has now been re-

placed by sub-contractors, mostly foreign 

nationals, who are being paid five to ten 

times what a GI used to be paid for the 

same work. And what happens if the 

situation gets a little heated? Are these 

foreign contract workers going to insure 

that the supplies get to American troops 

despite the inherent dangers? Or would 

you prefer to trust your fellow GI? If the 

contract worker refuses to make a run, 

what are we going to do? Sue? In the 

meantime, how many young lives will be 

lost for the lack of proper supplies? 

Substandard services and equipment 

seems to be the rule of the day. The em-

phasis is not what is best for our troops, 

but whatôs good for the profiteer. Still, we 

are saving moneyé or are we? 
 

ð  Ernest Gaudreau 
Assistant Editor 

US Military Accused of Har-
boring Fundamentalism  

AFP  

 

February 15, 2008 - Since his last combat 

deployment in Iraq, Jeremy Hall has had a 

rough time, getting shoved and threatened by 

his fellow soldiers. The trouble started there 

when he would not pray in the mess hall. 

"A senior ranking staff sergeant told me to 

leave and sit somewhere else because I refused 

to pray," Hall, a 23-year-old US army special-

ist, told AFP. 

Later, Hall was confronted by a major for 

holding an authorized meeting of "atheists and 

freethinkers" on his base. The officer threat-

ened to discipline him and block his re-

enlistment. 

"He said: 'You guys are being a problem 

and problems can be removed,'" Hall said. "He 

was yelling at us and stuff and at the very end 

he says, 'I really love you guys, I want you to 

see the light.'" 

Now Hall is suing the major and Secretary 

of Defense Robert Gates, accusing them of 

breaching his constitutional rights. A cam-

paign group, the Military Religious Freedom 

Foundation, is waiting for the Pentagon to 

respond to a lawsuit filed in a Kansas federal 

court on Hall's behalf. 

It alleges a "pernicious pattern and prac-

tice" of infringement of religious liberties in 

the military. 

The group's founder, former Air Force 

lawyer Mikey Weinstein, said he has docu-

mented 6,800 testimonies by military person-

nel -- nearly all of them Christians -- of some-

times punitive or humiliating attempts to make 

them accept a fundamentalist evangelical in-

terpretation of Christianity. 

"I am at war with those people who would 

create a fundamentalist Christian theocracy in 

the technologically most lethal organization 

ever created by our species, which is the 

United States armed forces," he said. 

He plans to add extra charges and possibly 

other lawsuits this month. 

"It violates title seven of the US code for 

an employer to push their Biblical world view 

on an employee," he said. "But it's a trillion 

times worse when that is not just your shift 

manager at Starbucks but that is your military 

superior." 

He singles out one of the major Christian 

groups in the military, the Officers Christian 

Fellowship (OCF). 

The group represents 15,000 US military 

personnel around the world, according to its 

director, retired Air Force general Bruce Fis-

ter. 

"It is not the position of OCF to try and 

coerce people to believe what we believe," 

Fister told AFP. 

OCF's aim, as stated on its website, is to 

achieve "a spiritually transformed military, 

with ambassadors for Christ in uniform, em-

powered by the Holy Spirit." 

It professes belief in "the eternal blessed-

ness of the saved; and the everlasting, con-

scious punishment of the lost." 

Fister emphasized the group's work to 

support families of soldiers deployed in the 

"global war on terror." 

"People make mistakes. There's probably 

been some instances where people have 

wrongly spoken," he added. "We'd like them 

not to, but that's life." 

"Our checks within our equal opportunity 

channels identified fewer than 100 formal 

complaints over a two-year period," said Pen-

tagon spokeswoman Eileen Lainez. 

Army spokesman Paul Boyce told AFP: 

"The Army places a high value on the rights of 

its soldiers to observe tenets of their respective 

religious faiths." 

The MRFF's constitutional complaint "is a 

matter of the courts system to address and 

(Continued on page 5) 

JOIN US 

and your SF Giantsô for  

LGBT Night, 25 July 2008 
at AT&T Park 

For more information  

Email: post448news@pacbell.net 

ñAlways do right. This will gratify some 

people and astonish the rest. ñ 

ð Mark Twain  

From the Chefsõ Corner  

ð by Al Aden, Dick Manning, Clint Rice 

mailto:post448news@pacbell.net
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Kaiser Daily Health Policy Report  

 

February 5, 2008 - The Bush administration 

on Wednesday filed arguments in a law-

suit in the U.S. District Court of San 

Francisco stating that veterans have no 

legal right to specific types of medical 

care, the San Francisco Chronicle reports. 

The arguments were filed in response to a 

class-action lawsuit brought by veterans 

who claim they were illegally denied 

mental health treatment by the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs (Egelko, San 

Francisco Chronicle, 2/5).  

Veterans for Common Sense and Vet-

erans United for Truth filed the suit in 

July 2007, alleging that VA is responsible 

for a "systemwide pattern of abusive and 

illegal administrative practices." The law-

suit claims VA failed to deliver the man-

datory two years of disability benefits for 

veterans, failed to address staff problems 

that led to long wait times for care and 

provided insufficient care for post-

traumatic stress disorder. The lawsuit also 

claims VA deliberately reclassified PTSD 

claims as pre-existing disorders as a way 

to avoid paying out benefits.  

In January, U.S. District Judge Sam-

uel Conti rejected the government's at-

tempt to have the case dismissed, ruling 

that federal law entitles veterans to health 

care for a period of two years after leav-

ing the service (Kaiser Daily Health Pol-

icy Report, 1/11). A bill signed by Presi-

dent Bush last week extends the period 

from two to five years.  

According to government lawyers, 

federal law establishes "veterans' eligibil-

ity for health care, but it does not create 

an entitlement to any particular medical 

service." The lawyers said the law entitles 

veterans only to "medical care which the 

secretary (of Veterans Affairs) determines 

is needed, and only to the extent funds ... 

are available." The government attorneys 

also said VA "is making great progress in 

addressing the mental health care needs of 

combat veterans," citing a law passed in 

November 2007 that established a suicide

-prevention program that makes mental 

health care available around the clock. A 

hearing will be held March 7 before 

Conti. 

Gordon Erspamer, the attorney repre-

senting about 320,000 to 800,000 veter-

ans in the class-action lawsuit, said, 

"Veterans need to know in this country 

that the government thinks all their bene-

fits are mere gratuities." According to 

Erspamer, "They're saying it's completely 

discretionary, that even if Congress ap-

propriates money for veterans' health 

care, we can do anything we want with 

it" (San Francisco Chronicle, 2/5). 

Bush Administration Argues That Veterans Not Enti-
tled to Specific Types of Health Care  

resolve," he added. 

"The joint standards of conduct for the 

Armed Forces and military equal opportunity 

policies address the freedom of religion, 

avoiding discrimination because of religion." 

But Weinstein argued that most personnel 

are "too terrified" to speak out. 

"When you actually fight against them, 

they make your life hell," said Hall, adding he 

(Continued from page 4) 

has been passed over for promotion since 

launching his lawsuit. "I can't get a leg up no 

matter what I do." 

A former military chaplain of a prestigious 

US military college reported being prevented 

from leading worship after disagreeing with 

the fundamentalist stance of other officials. 

"I am not ready to say that if someone 

does not profess Christ as their savior that they 

are going to hell ... That got a lot of people 

angered," the minister told AFP, speaking on 

condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation 

against a spouse who is a senior officer. 

"The leader of the youth group that minis-

tered to the teens (at the academy) said that 

Catholics were not Christians and that Mus-

lims hated Christians, and that created a lot of 

tension," the ex-chaplain added. 

"As a soldier, many times you want to 

believe you're fighting on the right side. It's 

easy to kill someone if you believe that they're 

going to hell and that they are religiously op-

posed to you." 

http://www.kaisernetwork.org/daily_reports/rep_index.cfm?DR_ID=50224
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Support Our Troops!  

Join SLDN 

www.sldn.org 

h i g h  s c h o o l  w a s  j u s t  2 0 

miles from my childhood home. It could 

so easily have been me. It's that 

close to home. What an amazing spirit he 

possessed. To express himself so 

openly and bravely at such a young age is 

nothing less than heroic. And the 

fact that he was killed for being honest 

and open about who he was is a 

disgrace and a huge tragedy. He will not 

be forgotten. We could honor his 

memory by doing all we can to stop these 

hate crimes," said Daniela Sea 

(HBO The L Word) 

"Lawrence King was yet another vic-

tim of a cruel and vicious attack 

simply because he was different. As a 

society we can not ever tolerate 

violence against anyone who looks differ-

ent or acts atypical of what is 

usually considered normal. The perpetra-

tors of this heinous hate crime 

should be tried as adults and suffer the 

consequences for their actions. 

Moreover, their parents should bear some 

o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r 

their child's behavior, which is something 

that is learned," said Judge David Young. 

" This is a unnecessary tragedy. And 

let us no forget the twenty LGBT 

murders that we know of  in 2007. Like 

25 year old Ryan Keith Skipper of 

Florida and 20 year old Sean Kennedy 

from South Carolina. We are calling on 

local officials to do a thorough investiga-

tion involving an openly, gay 

student and are keeping a close watch as 

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  p r o c e e d s 

regarding this terrible crime. Our thoughts 

go out to the entire King family 

and thank them for their courage in hav-

ing Lawrence's organs help other 

people live," said Scott Hall Founder of 

Gay American Heroes.  

Click link for full story: 

http://www.latimes.com/news/la-me-

oxnard13feb13,0,432082.story 

(Continued from page 1) 

"The issue of mental health has turned 

into a double-edged sword for returning 

veterans. More publicity has generated 

more public awareness and federal fund-

ing for those who return home different 

from when they left. However, more pub-

licity, especially stories that perpetuate 

the 'Wacko Vet' myth, has also made 

some employers more cautious to hire a 

veteran," said Joe Davis, spokesman for 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

"The federal government needs to 

accelerate its hiring and training of these 

young veterans to fill the ranks of the 

retiring Boomer generation," he said. 

'Government may need to reevalu-

ate' 

Separately, a Labor Department report 

obtained by the AP showed that formal 

job complaints by reservists remained 

high, citing concerns about denied jobs or 

benefits after their tried to return to their 

old jobs after extended tours in Iraq. Re-

servists filed 1,357 complaints with the 

department in 2006, the latest figures 

available, down from nearly 1,600 in 

2005, when complaints reached the high-

est level since 1991. 

While complaints declined in 2006, 

the Labor Department report noted for the 

first time that figures in the previous 

years might have been inflated. That's 

because in some cases a single complaint 

was double counted after the case was 

closed in one state and then reopened in 

another state. 

"The military has worked on assisting 

service members in completing and trans-

lating their skills to match equivalent ci-

vilian job descriptions; however, training 

for marketability may require much more 

preparation than having the ability to im-

prove a resume," the VA study said. 

"The federal government may need to 

reevaluate how it serves the needs of re-

turning service members," it said. 

VA begins to hire staff for vet help  

A Labor Department spokesman had no 

immediate comment. A VA spokesman 

declined to comment, saying the report 

spoke for itself. Last November, the VA 

announced the initial hiring of 10 full-

time staff as part of an effort to help vet-

erans find jobs at the department. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The two reports come as Congress and 

the Bush administration seek ways to 

improve veterans' health care and benefits 

in light of a protracted Iraq war. 

A Pentagon survey of reservists re-

leased last year found increasing discon-

tent among returning troops about the 

government's performance in protecting 

their legal rights after taking leave from 

work. Some legal experts have said those 

numbers may grow once the Iraq war 

winds down and more troops come home 

after an extended period in combat. 

In recent weeks, some veterans groups 

and lawmakers have called for an over-

haul of the GI Bill, which provides veter-

ans with money to help them further their 

education. 

The difficulty that veterans have had 

in finding jobs at higher wages has been 

going on for some time. 

The latest VA study, numbering 199 

pages, tracked a statistical sample of 

1,941 veterans between the ages of 17 and 

Î On 8 February 2008, Commander John 

Forrett announced the appointment of Dr. 

Sam Thal to the position of Post Doctor, 

effective immediately. 

Î The membership has decided to attend 

the LGBT Night with the Giantsô on Fri-

day, 25 July 2008. We have a limited 

number of tickets for this event (26 to be 

exact), so please make your reservations 

soonest. Send your request for reserva-

tions  to Post 448 by email at 

post448news@pacbell.net or by mail to 

American Legion Post 448, 401 Van 

Ness  Avenue, Room 128, San Fran-

cisco CA 94102. These are Lower Box 

seats (Section 130) and cost will be 

$42.50 per person.  Tickets will be sold 

on a first come first served basis. Dead-

line for payment will be 15 June. Checks 

should be made out to American Legion 

Post 448. Please include your email ad-

dress in your reservation requests. A 

number will be assigned to requests as 

they arrive and if someone defaults on 

payment, the tickets will go to the next 

person on the list. 


