
November 2007 

1 

Alexander Hamilton 

(1755-1804) 

Alexander Hamilton Post 448  
The American Legion Intelligencer  

 

Post Officers  
 

John Forrett  
Commander 

Robert Alvarado 
1st Vice Commander 

Bill Watson 
2nd Vice Commander 

Vacant 
3rd Vice Commander 

Mario Benfield 
Adjutant 

Vacant 
Assistant Adjutant 

Rene Puliatti 
Finance 

Arch Wilson 
Judge Advocate 

Delegate, War Memorial Commission 

Jimmy McConnell 
Sergeant-At-Arms 

Vacant 
Assistant Sergeant-At-Arms 

Paul Goercke 
Chaplain 

Richard ñDickò Manning 
Historian 

Robert Potter 
Service Officer 

Ted Winn 
Post Doctor 

Bud Robbins 
Scribe Emeritus 

Ernest Gaudreau 
Assistant Editor of the Newsletter 

 

Squadron Officers 
 

George Gomez 
Squadron Commander 

Dale Pelegrino 
1st Vice Commander 

Morningstar Vancil  
2nd Vice Commander 

 

Womenôs Commander 

Nina Kaiser 
 

Alexander Hamilton Association 
Linda Alband  

President 

 

Post Meetings 
3rd Thursday Each Month 

7:00 PM 

Room 202 

Veterans' War Memorial Building  

401 Van Ness Avenue 

Gays have always been a thorn in the 

side of established authority. Gay service 

personnel, despite ñDonôt ask. Donôt tellò, 

even more so. They have never really 

known what to do with us. They waver 

between using us when they really need 

us and cracking down when our presence 

becomes obvious. 

Nonetheless, Gays have served in 

every American war and conflict from the 

Revolution to Desert Storm, and no 

amount of revisionist history is going to 

wipe out our service records. You have 

served your country well. Be proud and 

declare it loud and clear. 

This Veteransô Day, we have a chance 

to remind, not only the Gay community, 

but all of San Francisco, that we served 

too. Not only did we serve, but we served 

with pride, honor, and distinction. Show 

the powers that despite their every effort, 

we are going to continue to serve and 

serve well. After all, Gays are just as pa-

triotic as any other American. 

The Alexander Hamilton Post 448, 

American Legion, will show up for the 

Veteransô Day parade en-masse. We want 

the largest turnout of organized Gays that 

The City has ever seen. Why? Because 

we have PRIDE, and we are not going to 

let them write us off!  

Post 448 wants all of you to march 

this year. Wear those service medals and 

campaign ribbons proudly. Show them 

that we were there then and are here now. 

Post 448 Legionnaires will gather at 

the rear end of the Veterans' War Memo-

rial Building, 401 Van Ness Ave, at 8:30 

AM. The parade will begin at 11:00 AM 

and proceed from Front Street to City 

Hall. The post will have a decorated pick-

up for those of you who are unable to 

march the entire route. 

There will be presentations and other 

events after the parade, so be prepared to 

have fun. BE THERE. BE PROUD. 

Change is good, I, for one enjoy it and 

hope that those who see it as negative 

learn otherwise.  The newsletter has an-

other new look and appeal.  I am continu-

ously awed by the meeting of and learn-

ing from others, especially Veter-

ans.  Ernie, our new Assistant Editor, took 

the newsletter to another level and it is 

our hope that we can continue to produce 

a product worth reading.  We hope that 

this will be something that keeps all 

members informed of what matters to 

Veterans. 

Remember that this time of year is 

when we look to others and offer help or 

a hot meal.  I challenge everyone to do 

this year-round.  As Veterans we need 

each other, the community needs us 

all.  Life is short; do not pass up an op-

portunity to help another only to learn 

later that it is too late.  I donôt mean to get 

too serious, just a mention of compas-

sion.  On the lighter side, to steal a line I 

enjoy and often laugh at; from the 

M*A*S*H TV show circa 1979, a quote 

from the character Dr Sidney Freidman, 

ñTake my advice, pull down your pants 

and slide on the iceò!  Have a safe and fun 

holiday season.  Please feel free to come 

to a Post meeting to voice your opinion or 

if you need help.  Otherwise, contact one 

of the Officers through the Post phone or 

e-mail addresses.  Lastly, it is a an honor 

and a privilege to serve as your Post 

Commander, please let me know if there 

is more I or the Officers can do for you or 

the membership! 

401 Van Ness  Avenue, Room 128, San Francisco CA 94102  

Phone: 415-431-1413 ð eMail: post448@yahoo.com / Newsletter: post448news@pacbell.net ð Web: http://post448.org  

Veteransô Day, Sun, 11 Nov 2007 
Be there to remind them that you served too!  
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POST FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Post 448 Balance Sheet 
 

As of 1 October 2007 
 
 

Account Balance 

Assets   

    Cash and Bank Accounts  

          Wells Fargo Checking Acctð9136 $4,176.57 

          Wells Fargo Savings Acctð4206 2,054.99 

          Wells Fargo CDð1608 (4.25%) 10,567.00 

          Wells Fargo CDð6600 (4.25%) 10,354.41 

          Wells Fargo CDð8348 (5.11%) 10,579.18 

     TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts $37,732.15 

  

     TOTAL ASSETS $37,732.15 

Editorôs Note: The Finance Officer mentioned a deposit of $415.97 and the Commander men-
tioned another deposit not clear from the meeting tapes. As it was difficult to ascertain from the 

tapes as to what and where deposits were made, above totals may not be accurate. The Editor 

apologizes for this discrepancy and promises in the future  to obtain a written copy of the report to 
more accurately state post finances. Due to time restraints, it was not possible at this time. 

§ The monthly meeting of Post 448, 

American Legion, was called to order 

on 18 October 2007, at 1907 hrs by 

Post Commander, John Forrett.  

§ The Colors were presented by Ser-

geant-At-Arms, Jimmy McConnell 

and the POW/MIA Chair was ac-

knowledged. The Legionnaires pre-

sent pledged allegiance to the flag. 

§ The meeting was then turned over to 

Chaplain Paul Goercke for his open-

ing remarks. The Chaplain noted that 

he had seen a movie at the Lumiere 

Theatre the previous night called ñSo 

The Bible Tells Me Soò. He highly 

recommended the movie as it was an 

exceptionally well done study of two 

families and their Gay experiences. 

§ After his remarks Morningstar Van-

cil, 2nd Vice Squadron Commander,  

presented a personally, handmade 

religious stole, in the rainbow colors 

with gold backing, to be used by the 

Chaplain during Post functions. The 

Chaplain and the Commander 

thanked Morningstar for her beautiful 

and generous donation. 

§ At this time guests were called and 

Dick Manning introduced L. Clinton 

Rice, US Air Force veteran 1957-

1971, who was summarily drummed 

out of the Air Force for being Gay. 

He was invited by the Commander to 

apply for membership in the Post to 

the applause of those present. Intro-

ducing himself was Matt Patterson, 

Air Force Veteran 1958-1960. Mr. 

Patterson was also invited to join and 

both were referred to the Service 

Officer, Robert Potter. 

§ The Commander then presented the 

minutes from the meeting of 20 Sep-

tember 2007 for acceptance and 

asked the members for questions or 

comments before a motion to accept 

was made. Dick Manning was recog-

nized and commented that at the pre-

vious meeting it had been promised 

that a major article would be entered 

in the newsletter concerning the Holi-

day Dinner, scheduled for the meet-

ing of 20 December 2007. Dick com-

plained that only a very short, unin-

formative line was placed in the 

newsletter. Further, he wanted it 

noted that the newsletter did not ar-

rive at most membersô homes until 

Tuesday or Wednesday prior to the 

Thursday meeting and some had still 

not received the newsletter as of the 

meeting date. After apologies from 

the Commander for lack of full men-

tion of the dinner and the lateness of 

the newsletter, Dick recommended 

that, because of the Commanderôs 

exceptionally tight schedule, it was 

time that he delegate some of the 

tasks involved in producing the 

newsletter. It was then explained by a 

member that 4th Class mail is given 

last priority and during the holiday 

season can take as much a 20 days to 

be delivered. At this point a new Post 

member, Ernest ñErnieò Gaudreau, 

(in his newbieness and against every 

military tradition of NEVER volun-

teering) volunteered to assist the 

Commander in producing the news-

letter. A member recommended that 

if anyone wants anything placed or 

mentioned in the newsletter, the indi-

 ÎÎMinutes for the Monthly Meeting of 18 October 2007 ÎÎ 

VA Takes Aim at Flu  

Vaccination Easy Way to Protect 
Health, Loved Ones  

WASHINGTON (October 25, 2007) - To safe-

guard the health of America's 

veterans, the Department of Veterans 

Af fa i rs  (VA)  is  urg ing a l l 

veterans, especially those enrolled in 

VA's health care system, to 

receive flu vaccinations this season. 

Walk-in clinics, even drive-in clinics 

for the vaccinations -- which are 

free for veterans enrolled in VA's health 

c a r e  s ys t e m  - -  a r e  b e i n g 

offered at many of VA's 153 hospitals and 

m o r e  t h a n  9 0 0  o u t p a t i e n t 

clinics.  Veterans should check with their 

n e a r e s t  V A  h e a l t h  c a r e 

facility to learn about local vaccination 

programs. 

"Vaccination is a simple way of pre-

venting serious health care problems, 

especially among the elderly, those with 

compromised immune systems and 

veterans with spinal cord injuries," said 

Act ing Secretary of Veterans 

Affairs Gordon H. Mansfield.  "Part of 

(Continued on page 6) 
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vidual should rightfully submit the 

information in writing to insure that 

all is correct and the information is 

received. The Commander then told 

the meeting of the new Yahoo Group, 

post448, which has been set up for 

post communications. He recom-

mended that all members register 

with this Yahoo Group in order to 

receive immediate and/or emergency 

communications from the Post. He 

then proceeded to accept Legionnaire 

Gaudreauôs  offer of assistance. 

(Negotiations to follow.)  A motion 

to wave the reading of the minutes 

was made, seconded and passed. A 

motion to accept the minutes as pub-

lished was made and seconded. The 

motion was passed unanimously. 

§ The Adjutant/Temporary Finance 

Officer, Mario Benfield, was intro-

duced and proceeded to give the Fi-

nance report, a summary of which 

can be found herein. Total assets for 

the Post stand at $37,732.15. In refer-

ence to the ongoing audit of Post 

financial records, Benfield advised 

that there were bank records missing 

and the bank is in the process of sup-

plying the Post with missing records. 

He will advise the audit committee 

when the records are ready. A motion 

was made to accept the Finance Re-

port as published and amended. The 

motion was seconded and passed. At 

this time The Adjutant informed us 

that Finance Officer Rene Puliatti 

was in good health and riding his 

bike. 

§ The Adjutantôs Report was then sub-

mitted and we were advised that the 

Post had 186 paid members. He indi-

cated that our goal was for 248 paid 

members. We were informed that this 

month we had several transfers into 

the Post and we recruited seven new 

members. We also have 48 women 

members. Rosters from the women 

and the Squadron were discussed and 

the Adjutant advised that the Squad-

ron was in great shape. A motion was 

made and seconded to accept the 

Adjutant's Report. The motion car-

ried. 

§ The Commander next turned the 

floor over to the Judge Advocate, 

Arch Wilson, for his report. Arch 

indicated that  he had again been 

dealing with the War Memorial Com-

mission. He said that we were at-

tempting to get a room on the first 

floor for exclusive use by Post 448, 

but was not optimistic that we would 

get it. The post presently occupying 

the space is run by a retired general, 

who as usual know how to manipu-

late, despite the fact that they ob-

tained the space illegally. We were 

apprised of the situation with the 

move during retrofit and who would 

be responsible for cost of moving. A 

court case in this regard gives the 

Vets the edge in this case, but we 

were told that a letter had to be sub-

mitted to the Trustees to insure notice 

is given in a timely fashion. The no-

tice to the trustees needs to be signed 

by both the Post 448 delegate and the 

Chairman, but the Chairman is drag-

ging his feet. In that we have stand-

ing as a unit beneficiary under the 

Trust, we alone can act. If the chair-

man does not cooperate before the 

deadline, Post 448 will  submit a let-

ter independently. Arch read the let-

ter he proposed to deliver on  the 30 

October deadline. It was then submit-

ted that the membership authorize the 

Judge Advocate to sign the letter and 

submit it on our behalf. A motion to 

this effect was made, seconded and 

passed. 

§ At this time the floor was turned over 

to Sergeant-At-Arms Jimmy McCon-

nell who promptly reminded the 

membership of how gorgeous he  

looked in the four photos in the last 

newsletter. Jimmy noted that the ban-

ner shown in one of the photos was 

being repaired and prepared for use 

in the Veteransô Day Parade. He also 

asked that those who were able to 

please show up at the various func-

tions to insure that Post 448 is always 

well represented and reminded us of 

the phone tree. The Decco Lounge 

event was well attended as was the 

Mr. and Miss Gay San Francisco 

pageant. A member asked what he 

meant by needed repairs on the ban-

ner and Jimmy explained what was 

needed and where he took it for the 

repairs. The Sergeant-At-Arms was 

reminded that there was a Flag Fund 

and was asked to submit a receipt. 

The repairs on the banner was only 

$10.00 and Jimmy praised the 

woman who did the work and sug-

gested we patronize her establish-

ment. She is next to Bobôs Restaurant 

on Polk. A motion was made that a 

stipend of $25.00 be given to the 
(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

everybody  

Loves  

A Sailor!  

 

Especially  

Post 448!  

 

 

Are you GLBT  

And a veteran?  

 

Then join now!  

 

The Alexander Hamilton  

Post 448  

American Legion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post448@Yahoo.com  

 

(415)431 -1413 

 



Post 448 Intelligencer 

4 

Editorial  
 

Fact or Propaganda?  
 
Views expressed in the editorial are solely those of 

the writer and are not necessarily the views or 

opinions of the officers and members of Post 448. 

 

Our National Commander wrote an 

article recently, which was published on 

the internet, in which he questioned the 

loyalty of those who used the word 

ñbetrayalò in reference to GEN David 

Petraeus. He went on to describe the 

Generalôs education, qualifications, and 

service in an effort to defend the 

Generalôs actions, veracity, and loyalty. 

I would not question the Generalôs 

patriotism or qualifications, but I wonder 

to whom he was being loyal. Obviously 

not the troops. The General was tasked 

with providing Congress and the nation 

with a true assessment of the situation in 

Iraq. His report was pure propaganda and 

reflected the views that the Bush 

Administration wanted the people to hear 

and was not a reflection of the true 

situation on the ground in Iraq. 

So was Move On wrong in saying that 

Petraeus had betrayed the American 

people and the troops he serves? No. 

Their assessment of his report was true 

and accurate and we are only fooling 

ourselves if we believe otherwise. 

Itôs also a little tiring to hear all the so

-called Americans who believe that 

anyone who speaks contrary to the views 

of the Administration is a traitor. The real 

traitors here are those who would deny 

anyone in this country their Constitutional 

right to free speech. 

But then, we have a President who 

believes the Constitution is just a ñG** 

D*** piece of paper!ò, and general offi-

cers who are loyal, political, yes-men first 

and military leaders second. 

This is still a democracy and one 

cannot expect every American to fall in 

behind the President, no more than one 

can expect every Legionnaire to fall in 

behind our National Commander. Might 

does not make right, and the office does 

not make right either. Those around the 

President who only tell him what he 

wants to hear do a grave disservice to the 

President and the American people.  

Then...this is America and Iôm sure 

many would disagree with me. But Iôll  

defend to the death their right to disagree. 

Will they defend my rights? 

One of our current members advises 

that he served with the 448th while in 

Vietnam, and submits the following Line-

age and Honors report, culled from the 

www.army.mil website. The 448th, a re-

serve unit, saw service in WWII, Viet-

nam, and during Desert Storm. While in 

Vietnam, the unit earned the Armyôs 

Meritorious Unit Commendation and the 

Vietnamese Croix de Guerre with Palm, 

both of which our Legionnaire proudly 

wears. 

 

Lineage and Honors as of 13 February 2007 

448th Adjutant General Company 

Lineage  

¶ Constituted 10 August 1943 in the Army of the 

United States as the 140th Army Postal Unit 

¶ Activated 14 August 1943 at Camp Breckin-

ridge, Kentucky 

¶ Inactivated 19 December 1945 in Germany 

¶ Redesignated 28 January 1948 as the 448th 

Army Postal Unit and allotted to the Organized 
Reserves 

¶ Activated 11 February 1948 at New York, 

New York 

¶ (Organized Reserves redesignated 25 March 

1948 as the Organized Reserve Corps; redesig-

nated 9 July 1952 as the Army Reserve) 

¶ Location changed 28 December 1949 to Long 

Island City, New York; on 1 February 1954 to 

New York, New York; on 1 October 1954 to 

Mineola, New York; on 3 January 1956 to 
Hempstead, New York; on 15 June 1959 to 

Garden City, New York 

¶ Ordered into active military service 13 May 

1968 at Garden City, New York; released from 
active military service 20 October 1969 and 

reverted to reserve status at Hempstead, New 

York 

¶ Reorganized and redesignated 15 March 1972 

as the 448th Adjutant General Detachment 

¶ Location changed 1 November 1983 to Fort 

Totten, New York 

¶ Inactivated 18 September 1988 at Fort Totten, 

New York 

¶ Redesignated 30 August 1994 as the 448th 

Adjutant General Company  

¶ Activated 16 October 1995 at Fort Totten, 

New York; location later changed to Shore-

ham, New York 

¶ Ordered into active military service 20 June 

2003 - 2 November 2004 at Shoreham, New 
York 

448th Adjutant General Company 

Honors  

CAMPAIGN  PARTICIPATION  CREDIT 

¶ World War II: Rhineland 

¶ Vietnam: Counteroffensive, Phase V; 

Counteroffensive, Phase VI; Tet 69/

Counteroffensive; Summer-Fall 1969  

¶ War on Terrorism: Campaigns to be 

determined 

 

DECORATIONS 

¶ Meritorious Unit Commendation 

(Army) for VIETNAM 1968-1969, 

Vietnamese Croix de Guerre with 

Palm 

 
 
Do you have the Lineage and Honors 
of a unit with which you served? If so, 
send it to post448news@pacbell.net. 
Weôll be more than happy to publish  
it. 
 

Always forgive your enemies; nothing annoys them so much. 

ð Oscar Wilde 

Washington, DC, 22 Oct 2007 ð Five additional Mem-

bers of the House of Representatives have 

signed on as co-sponsors of The Military 

Readiness Enhancement Act (H.R. 1246), 

a Congressional bill to repeal the ñDonôt 

Ask, Donôt Tellò ban on lesbian, gay and 

bisexual military personnel. Representa-

tives Al Green (D-TX), Jesse Jackson, Jr. 

(D-IL), Ron Klein (D-FL), Patrick J. 

Murphy (D-PA) and Mike Thompson (D-

CA) bring the total number of co-

sponsors to 136. 

ñWe are enormously proud to wel-

come these five lawmakers to the growing 

coalition of Congressional Members 

working to repeal óDonôt Ask, Donôt 

Tell,ôò said Aubrey Sarvis, executive di-

rector of Servicemembers Legal Defense 

Network (SLDN). ñThis unfair and un-

American law has cost our nation the 

skills of more than 11,000 patriotic ser-

vice members, and Congress is increas-

ingly recognizing that our nation can ill 

afford to lose such talent. SLDN will con-

tinue to build support for repeal and work, 

every day, for the freedom to serve.ò 

Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher (D-

CA), the lead sponsor of H.R. 1246, 

added that, ññWith every new lawmaker 

who signs on we are one step closer to 

repealing this discriminatory policy that 

has been preventing otherwise qualified 

men and women from serving our country 

and contributing to the finest fighting 

force in the world. I thank all these new 

cosponsors for standing up for whatôs 

right, and I look forward to working with 
(Continued on page 6) 

Five Additional Lawmakers Co -
Sponsor Legislation to Repeal 
"Don't Ask, Don't Tell"   

448th Army Postal Unit, Vietnam  

A Proud Number and Proud Tradition  

http://www.army.mil/cmh/html/forcestruc/lineages/branches/ag/0448agco.htm
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Need to replace those ribbons and medals? Order online at: 
Medals of America  http://www.usmedals.com  

(Information only. Not an ad.) 

Sergeant-At-Arms  for future flag 

repairs. The motion was seconded 

and passed. Sergeant-At-Arms 

McConnell advised that he would 

provide notes to get out of church so 

as many as possible would participate 

in Veteransô Day functions on Sun-

day, 11 November. The membership 

is to meet behind the Vet building 

between 8:30 and 9:00 AM. Trans-

portation will be provided to get all 

to the parade staging area on Front 

Street. The Sergeant-At-Arms re-

minded everyone to wear their caps, 

vests, and honors. More vests are 

available in the store room if needed. 

For those members who cannot make 

the entire parade route, there will be 

accommodations. A member re-

minded us that there would be func-

tions after the parade.  

§ The Commander then introduced the 

Service Officer, Robert Potter. He 

reported on the Eureka Harvey Milk 

Memorial Library project to do inter-

views on Gay people and gay life, in 

which he participated. Much was 

mentioned about the Post and pic-

tures of Post events were turned over. 

Robert read a statement which was 

also given to the project.  

§ The Post Historian Dick Manning 

presented his report in which he dis-

cussed the Gay and Lesbian March-

ing Band concert given in September. 

We are affiliated with this group and 

it was well attended by the public, 

but  the Post should try to get more 

members to support affiliated groups 

as only two members from the Post 

attended the concert. Dick next dis-

cussed the holiday dinner, and ad-

vised that we would have approxi-

mately 70 people at the dinner. In 

order to control the dinner and insure 

everyone is fed and nothing is 

wasted, it was suggested that a reser-

vation system be established in which 

attendees would be asked to phone to 

advise that they would attend. An ad 

would be placed in both the Novem-

ber and December newsletters to 

provide details and a phone number 

for reservations. The membership is 

urged to make reservations early to 

insure that a feel for what will be 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 6) 

gender people,ò said Osburn. ñFirst, we 

were deemed unfit to serve our country, 

despite winning wars, medals and the 

praise of fellow service members. Then, 

our sexual orientation was suggested as a 

means to destabilize the enemy. Now, our 

public displays of affection are equated 

with al Qaeda terrorist activity. It is time 

for new Pentagon policy consistent with 

the views of 21st century America.ò  

SLDN announced it plans to submit a 

Freedom of Information Act request to 

learn if it or other LGBT organizations 

have also been monitored by the Penta-

gon. To date, only a small portion of 

DoDôs total database of information has 

been made public.  

 

Reprinted with permission of SLDN. 

Copyright © 2007 by Servicemembers 

Legal Defense Network. All Rights Re-

served.  From original article printed in 

2005. 

 

EDITORS NOTE: Do ya think Post 448 

is listed as a ñcredible threatò by the Pen-

tagon? 

WASHINGTON, DC  ð According to recent 

press reports, Pentagon officials have 

been spying on what they call 

ñsuspiciousò meetings by civilian groups, 

including student groups opposed to the 

militaryôs ñDonôt Ask, Donôt Tellò ban on 

lesbian, gay and bisexual military person-

nel. The story, first reported by Lisa 

Myers and NBC News last week, noted 

that Pentagon investigators had records 

pertaining to April protests at the State 

University of New York at Albany and 

William Patterson College in New Jersey. 

A February protest at NYU was also 

listed, along with the law schoolôs LGBT 

advocacy group OUTlaw, which was 

classified as ñpossibly violentò by the 

Pentagon. A UC-Santa Cruz ñDonôt Ask, 

Donôt Tellò protest, which included a gay 

kiss-in, was labeled as a ñcredible threatò 

of terrorism.  

Servicemembers Legal Defense Net-

work (SLDN) condemned the Pentagon 

surveillance and monitoring. ñThe Penta-

gon is supposed to defend the Constitu-

tion, not turn it upside down,ò said SLDN 

executive director C. Dixon Osburn. 

ñStudents have a first amendment right to 

protest and Americans have a right to 

expect that their government will respect 

our constitutional right to privacy. To 

suggest that a gay kiss-in is a ócredible 

threatô is absurd, homophobic and irra-

tional. To suggest the Constitution does 

not apply to groups with views differing 

with Pentagon policy is chilling.ò  

In January, the Department of Defense 

confirmed a report that Air Force officials 

proposed developing a chemical weapon 

in 1994 that would turn enemies gay. The 

proposal, part of a plan from Wright Air 

Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, was to de-

velop ñchemicals that effect (sic) human 

behavior so that discipline and morale in 

enemy units is adversely effected (sic). 

One distasteful but completely non-lethal 

example would be strong aphrodisiacs, 

especially if the chemical also caused 

homosexual behavior.ò SLDN also con-

demned that report, and the Pentagon 

later said it never intended to develop the 

program.  

ñThe Pentagon seems to constantly 

find new and more offensive ways to de-

mean lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-

Pentagon Labels Gay Kiss -In 
A 'Credible Threat'    

Register Now! 
Get special or emergency announcements 

from Post 448 as soon as they are issued. 

Go to: 

Yahoo.com...Yahoo Groups...post448 

http://www.usmedals.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/10454316/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/10454316/
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them to enlist more and more of our col-

leagues.ò 

Congressman Patrick J. Murphy, one 

of the co-sponsors announced today, is an 

Iraq war veteran and former West Point 

professor elected to the House in 2006. 

Murphy is also a former JAG Corps attor-

ney, and served two deployments after the 

terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 - 

the first to Bosnia in 2002 and the second 

to Baghdad, Iraq in 2003-2004 as a para-

trooper with the 82nd Airborne Division. 

For his service, Captain Murphy earned 

the Bronze Star for service and his unit 

earned the Presidential Unit Citation. 

ñCongressman Murphy, a respected 

voice on military matters and a member 

of the House Armed Services Committee, 

will be an irreplaceable ally in our work 

to repeal óDonôt Ask, Donôt Tell,ôò said 

Sarvis. ñHis support sends a strong mes-

sage that those who know our armed 

forces best also understand that ending 

this law is the right thing to do for our 

military and our country.ò 

Since 1993, the federal ñDonôt Ask, 

Donôt Tellò law has cost American tax-

payers more than $364 million. An aver-

age of two service members are dismissed 

under the law every day. According to the 

Government Accountability Office 

(GAO), nearly 800 people with skills 

deemed ómission-criticalô by the Pentagon 

have been dismissed under the law, in-

cluding more than 322 language experts, 

at least 58 of whom specialized in Arabic.  

 

For more information on ñDonôt Ask, 

Donôt Tellò and The Military Readiness 

Enhancement Act, visit www.sldn.org.  

 

Reprinted with permission of SLDN. 

Copyright © 2007 by Servicemembers 

Legal Defense Network. All Rights Re-

served.  

(Continued from page 4) Items Not On The Menu  

ð by Dick Manning 

Keep your fingers crossed. The plan 

for our newly formatted newsletter is to 

publish it in PDF format so it can be 

made available on our website. We hope 

to make the newsletter available online at 

http://www.post448.org. Beginning with 

the December 2007 issue, you should be 

able to download The Intelligencer  on or 

shortly after the first of each month.  

So, if you have post related or com-

munity announcements, donôt forget that 

our deadline is now the 20th of each 

month. If you want something published 

in the December issue, it must be received 

no later than 20 November. Send your 

e m a i l s  o r  d o c u m e n t s  t o : 

post448news@pacbell.net.  

Coming Soon!  

needed for this function and things 

are not left till the last minute. The 

theme for the dinner will ñA Walk 

Through The Alpsò in which various 

dishes will be served to represent 

each of the countries in the Alps.  An 

awards ceremony will be following 

the dinner. 

§ The Womanôs Commander, Nina 

Kaiser, was introduced. She spoke of 

functions on Veteransô Day that she 

will be co-emceeing, including a 

fundraiser for Fallen Angels. 

§ The Commander reported on various 

upcoming functions and emails he 

has received.  He mentioned the Gov-

ernorôs veto of AB 43. He waffled 

and said he would not sign as long as 

Prop 22 was in the courts. He men-

tioned SLDNôs request for an investi-

gation of the ñmurderò of Spec. Ciara 

Durkin, a woman trooper in Afghani-

stan. The Commander urged support 

for the JrROTC which is scheduled 

to march in the Veteransô Day Pa-

rade.  John spoke further of the im-

portance of the post448 Yahoo Group 

and the importance of letting us 

know what your email address is and 

registering with the Yahoo Group. 

He also mention the importance of 

the possibility of naming the Post as 

(Continued from page 5) 

a beneficiary in oneôs will. He men-

tioned the Homecoming and Healing 

Celebration and hoped many would 

attend this worthy function. The Sis-

ters of Perpetual Indulgence has indi-

cated that they would do a Bingo 

benefit for the Post. He mentioned 

several other possibilities of becom-

ing beneficiaries to different organi-

zations. It was announce that the por-

trait of Alex has been found! A dis-

cussion ensued concerning coverage 

of the TV stations and investigative 

reporters in regards to our dealings 

with the Commission.  

§ The Colors were retired at 2052 hrs. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Keep an eye on this column. 

Our Chief Chef, Dick Manning, 

has promised to bring you some 

of his best ideas for your dinner 

and party menus.  

VA's wor ld-class health care 

service is ensuring veterans get their flu 

shots." 

Veterans should discuss flu vaccina-

tions with their primary health care 

provider.  Physicians recommend flu vac-

cinations for pregnant women, 

people with chronic medical conditions, 

those at least 50 years of age, 

patients in long-term care facilities, and 

people who live with those at 

high risk for complications from flu. 

A recent study by Dr. Kristin Nichol, 

a nationally recognized expert on 

the flu and chief of medicine at the Min-

neapolis VA Medical Center, 

found dramatic reductions in deaths and 

sickness af ter  gett ing a f lu 

shot.  Vaccination reduced hospitaliza-

tions for pneumonia or influenza 

by 27 per cent, and there was a 48 per 

cent reduction in deaths. 

In addition to information about flu 

vaccines available in VA's medical 

centers and clinics, VA maintains infor-

mation for consumers on its Web 

site at: http://www.publichealth.va.gov/

(Continued from page 2) 

Support Our Troops!  

Join SLDN 

www.sldn.org 

http://ga1.org/sldn/supportsldn.html
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Special Announcements 
From The Community  

Post 448 ñ 2007 Calendar    

October:   

6 Officersô Luncheon 12:00 Noon, Room 104, Veterans Memorial 

Building 

6 Mr. & Miss Gay SF 2007 Check Presentation, Holiday Inn, Van 

Ness Ave, SF 

18 Post Meeting 7:00 PM, Room 202, Veterans' War Memorial 

Building  

20 Elks Club 1st Annual Veterans Benefit Dinner 6:30 PM, 450 

Post St, SF 

More Information at: http://www.sfelks.org/specialevents/

veterans_benefit.pdf 

November:   

3 Officers Luncheon 12:00 Noon, Room 104, Veterans War Me-

morial Building 

4 Homecoming & Healing 1:30 PM Room 207, Veterans War 

Memorial Building 

11 Veterans Day Parade (We are waiting for the official informa-

tion) 

15 Post Meeting 7:00 PM, Room 202, Veterans War Memorial 

Building 

December:   

1 Officers Luncheon 12:00 Noon, Room 104, Veterans' War Me-

morial Building  

20 Post Meeting/Holiday Dinner 6:00 PM, Room 202, Veterans 

War Memorial Building 

The 2008 calendar is under construction, we are looking for ideas and events 

to add to itéé. 

SUPPORT OUR FRIENDS AT COLE HARDWARE ! 
Shop at any Cole Hardware store  and mention that you heard about them from Alexander Hamilton Post 448 or men-

tion account number 411. At the end of the year, we will receive a donation for all of the referrals.  So tell all of your 

friends and family.  If you are visiting SF, they have souvenirs too!!!  Thanks for your support!!! 

Cole Hardware 
956 COLE STREET 

San Francisco, CA 94117 

415-753-2653 

Fax: 415-753-0957  

M-F 7 am to 7:30 pm              

weekends 8 to 7  

Cole Hardware 
3317 MISSION STREET   

San Francisco, CA 94110 

415-674-8913 

Fax: 415-647-6554  

M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm  

weekends 8 to 7  

Cole Fox Hardware 
70 - 4TH STREET  
San Francisco, CA 94103 

415-777-4400   

Fax: 415-777-4453     

M-F 8 am to 7:30 pm 

weekends 9 to 5:30                      

 

Cole Hardware 
2254 POLK STREET  
San Francisco, CA 94109 

415-647-8700       

Fax: 415-674-8917 

M-F 8 am to 8 pm 

weekends 9 to 7  

A Homecoming & Healing Celebration: 

 

For over 25 years, we have live in the 

time of the Beast we now know as HIV/

AIDS. Now is the time to reclaim our 

memories, honor our everyday heroes, 

and move the healing process forward. 

The Alexander Hamilton Post 448, in 

conjunction with The Sisters of Perpetual 

Indulgence and SF Defenders, is hosting 

ñA Homecoming and Healing Celebra-

tionò for Veterans of the HIV/AIDS era 

and those who support them. The celebra-

tion is to be held at the Veterans' War 

Memorial Building, Room 207, on No-

vember 4th, 2007, at 1:30 PM to 5:00 

PM. A Rich Trove project by Rich 

Stadtmiller. Stay tuned for more details.  

Do you have comments about articles or 

news reported in the Intelligencer? Do you have 

an item or idea for an article or would like to 

submit an article you want considered for publi-
cation in the Post 448 Newsletter? 

 

Email us at or send your PDF or Word 
docs to: 

 

post448news@pacbell.net  
 

Deadline for publication in the next news-
letter is the 20th of each month. The Post has the 

right to reject publication of any article without 

explanation. 
Unless otherwise copyrighted or agreed 

upon, all contributions become the property of 

American Legion Post 448. 

 

Contact Us  
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The American Legion  

Alexander Hamilton Post 448  

Presents the  

Prepared and served by  

Chefs Dick Manning and Al Aiden  

20 December 2007  

6:00PM  

(regular monthly meeting)  

Room 202, Veterans Building  

 

Theme:  

A Walk Through The Alps  

 

PLEASE  make reservations with  

 

Dick Manning @ 415 -699 -4403  

Alexander Hamilton Post 448 

The American Legion 

PO Box 14939 

San Francisco CA  94114-0939 

November 2007 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT NUMBER 1008 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
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